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ABSTRACT 


The object of the present research was to det- 
ermine whether there are any mentally retarded school 
age children in Edmonton who do not have access to an 
educational program. Related literature shows that 
there are many retarded children in the U.S. who have 
no opportunity to benefit from an educational program, 
and there has been increasing litigation in that country 
related to the fact. 

Investigation shows that there is no central reg- 
istry of retarded individuals in Alberta, so that there 
is no way of knowing how many such people there are, let 
alone whether or not they are enrolled in an educational 
program of any kind. It therefore seems entirely possible 
that there could be children in Edmonton who are unac- 
counted for by the educational system, and who therefore 
are being denied access to free publicly supported ed- 
ucational programs. 

In an attempt to determine whether such children 
exist in Edmonton, data regarding waiting lists and the 
reasons for placement of children on these lists were 
gathered from individual facilities in Edmonton which 
provide educational services for mentally retarded school 
age children in Edmonton. To further add to the available 
evidence, data regarding retarded school age individuals 
who had been voluntarily registered at the government 


agency of Services for the Handicapped as residing in 
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Edmonton and having an unmet educational need were 
collected. An attempt was also made to determine the 
reasons why the educational needs of the registered 
individuals were unmet at that time, and to determine 
the kind of program for which the individual had a 
need. 

Major findings were: (1) that there are current- 
ly 148 children of school age on waiting lists for some 
type of educational facility in the Edmonton area; 

(2) that 31 of the children on these waiting lists are 
currently receiving no educational program at all; 

(3) that many of the children on waiting lists require 
behavioral management programs; and, (4) that the lar- 
gest proportion of the children with unmet educational 
needs are severely and profoundly retarded, 15-18 years 


of age, and male. 
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CHAPTER 1 


INTRODUCTION 


The objective of the present study was to determine 
whether there are mentally retarded children of school 
age in Edmonton who have unmet educational needs, and, 
if so, to try to estimate the number of such children 
at various age and retardation levels. An attempt was 
also made to determine some of the reasons for the educa- 
tional requirements of any such children being unmet. It 
was hoped .in this way to obtain an indication as to the 
areas in which deficiencies in the educational system 


for mentally retarded children in Edmonton seem to lie. 


Education for the present purpose was considered 
to be as Roos (1971) defined it-- 
--the process whereby an individual is helped 
to develop new behaviors or to apply existing 
behaviors, so as to equip him to cope more 
effectively with his total environment. It 
should be clear, therefore, that when we 
speak of education, we do not limit ourselves 
to the so-called academics. We certainly 
include the development of basic self-help 
Skidles (RoGssed97ls Ds 2) 


Topics to be dealt with in this section include: 
1. the occurrence of children with unmet educational 
needs in the United States; 2. the permissiveness of 
Canadian educational legislation and its present status 
from province to province; 3. the moral, legal, and ec- 


onomic aspects of the problem; 4, possible educational 
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goals for the retarded; 5. an overview of Edmonton fac- 
ilities for children at 3 different levels of retardation 
(borderline and mildly retarded; trainable or moderately 
retardeds severely, profoundly, or multiply handicapped 
retarded); and, 6. a summarization of the problem. 

The basis for suspecting that there may be children 
with unmet educational needs in Edmonton is, first of all, 
that there are such children elsewhere, and that the pres- 
ent status of Canadian educational legislation could all- 
ow some retarded children of school age to be unaccounted 
for in schools. The importance of providing for the ed- 
ucational needs of the retarded hopefully will become ap- 
parent after a brief examination of the moral, legal, and 
ecomomic aspects of the issue, and of the educational at- 
tainments which it is possible for the retarded to achieve 
The possibility of gaps in educational services for the 
retarded may begin to appear in the discussion of avail- 


able facilities for the retarded in Edmonton. 


The Occurrence of Children with Unmet Educational Needs 
The Situation Elsewhere 

As anyone who has a neighbour with a retarded child 
at home all day knows, there are some children who do not 
go to school, or who, indeed, do not take part in any sort 
of organized training or educational program. The num- 
ber of children who are or may be involved is indicated 
by the following: in Pennsylvania, in 1971, 14,267 re- 


tarded children were out of school for one reason or 
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another (Gilhool, 1973); in 1969-1970, 74% of excep- 
tional children in Alabama were not receiving an educa- 
tion appropriate to their needs (Russell, 1973); and, 
Reynolds (1971) and Goldberg (1971) point out that in 
the U.S. in 1966, the number of children enrolled in 
special programs was less than half the number estimated 
to need them. There is no reason to believe that a sim- 


ilar situation does not exist in Canada. 


Permissive Legislation in Canada 

In Canada, as of 1969, virtually all of the legis- 
lation for exceptional children was permissive rather 
than mandatory in nature. All provinces had classes for 
slow learners and the educable retarded, but all allowed 
schools to exclude indefinitely or not to require 
attendance of a mentally deficient child (Ballance & 
Kendall, 1969). 
Prince Edward Island--As of 1972, there was as yet no 


legislation providing specifically for the retarded, but 


the Lt.-Gov.-in-Council could make provision for them. 
By 1975, responsibility for the educable and trainable 
retarded rested with the public school boards. 


Manitoba--By 1971, Manitoba had assumed public respon- 


sibility for all retarded children, and legislation was 
passed to make it mandatory to establish classes wherever 
there were enough children in need of special help 
(Ballance & Kendall, 1972). The number of children re- 


quired is not known to the author, as no available infor- 
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New Brunswick--By 1974, tutoring was provided for home 
bound retarded children, with the understanding that 
eventually it would become the responsibility of the 
school boards. By 1975, the trainable mentally retarded 
were provided for in special classes sponsored either 
by school boards or by Associations for Retarded 
Children. * 

Newfoundland=-As of 1972, public school boards were 
given the authority to establish classes for retarded 
children and had assumed responsibility for programming 
for the severely retarded children (Ballance & Kendall, 
1972) 

British Columbia--As of 1975, all schools for the train- 
able retarded were under the jurisdiction of the public 
school poards.? 

Quebec--As of 1972, school boards were responsible for 
education of the trainable retarded (Ballance & Kendall, 
1072) 

Ontario--As of 1975, school boards were responsible for 
educating the trainable retarded (Ballance & Kendall, 
1972). 

Alberta--The mandatory school attendance age in Alberta 
was 7-16 years as of 1969, but the Public School Act of 
Alberta, 1970, enabled boards to lower the entrance 

ages The act also allowed boards to exclude children 
from classes "until special education could be arranged." 


That time, for many, was “never.” As late as spring 
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1975» vague “temporary exclusion" clauses still existed 
to cover cases in which health or behavioral problems 
exist, or generally, to take in those children deemed 
"incapable of profiting” from an education program 
(Alberta School Act, Sec. 134-138). In other words, 
Alberta still has non-compulsory education. + 

Since 1969, there have been a number of additions 
in provisions for exceptional children, but most of the 


legislation is still basically permissive. 


The Importance of Educating the Retarded 


There are a number of moral, legal, and economic 
issues which point up the need for concern about the pos- 
Sibility that some children may not be receiving an ed- 
ucation. 

The Moral Right 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, (Art. 26, 
U.N.), states that "everyone has the right to education", 
but somehow this basic “right” seems to have become lost 
in the shuffle with regard to its applications to the 
retarded. 

Legal Trends 

So far, as was pointed out earlier, schools have 
been somewhat slow in providing “equal opportunities", 
but as Cameron (1972) has stated, "a zero reject policy 
is shaping" (pe 9) which will demand an educational 
opportunity for everyone, and we might as well be prepared. 


If educators do not initiate reform, it is possible that 
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the courts will. The trend in other countries has been 
just that. In Japan and in many states of the United 
States, laws exist mandating education for all mentally 
retarded, although not all of these laws are fu air 
effect yet. In the United States in the past five years, 
there has been a major upsurge in legislative action 
concerning the rights of the retarded. Almost seventy 
percent of the States now have mandatory educational 
legislation, at least for the trainable and educable 
groups, and the courts have affirmed that all children 
have a right to educational programs, no matter how 
handicapped they are, or if they are in an institution 
(Abeson, 1972). According to (1) Pennsylvania Assoc- 
iation for Retarded Children vs Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, 1971; (2) District of Columbia (Mills vs 
Board of Education of District of Columbia, 1972); and 
(3) Louisiana (Lebanks vs Spears, 1973), no child can be 
excluded from free publicly supported education by reason 
of a handicapping condition (Casey, 1973). 

Canada seems to be moving very slowly in a direction 
similar to that taken by the United States. So far, two 
provinces have taken steps to ensure an educational 
opportunity for all school age children, regardless of 
handicap- InNova Scotia, by 1973, regulations under 
the Education Act made it mandatory for school boards 
to provide for all mentally handicapped children.” In 


Saskatchewan, by 1971, mandatory legislation existed to 
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require all school boards to provide educational programs 

for the retarded by means of special classes and services 

or by contracting with another board, agency, or institution. 
The board has no financial responsiblity for children 


placed in public institutions whose principle respon- 


Sibility is not education. © 

Only two provinces, then, have made an unmistak- 
able move to mandate that school boards provide educa- 
tional programs for all retarded children--Nova Scotia 
and Saskatchewan. By the spring of 1975, in all of the 
provinces except Alberta, school boards had reportedly 
assumed overall responsibility for programming and 
providing at least for the education of the trainable 


retarded, but it is impossible to determine the extent 


to which these provisions have been put into effect at 


this time. 


Economic Issues 


Institutional care for the retarded is expensive. 
As reported by the Financial Post, January 26, 1974, the 
institutional care for twenty people for sixty years was 
three times as expensive as community care and supervision. 
However, in order to get a job in order to become even 
partly self-supporting, some minimal degree of skills, 
and thus, some education are required. Occupying a use- 


ful, productive position in life requires some degree of 
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8. 
acceptance by society, and this "usefulness" cannot accrue 
unless, as Wolfensberger (1972) states it, some normaliza- 
tion of the individual occurs. The normalization process 
involves "utilization of means which are as culturally 
normative as possible to establish and/or maintain per- 
sonal behaviors and characteristics which are as cultur- 
ally normative as possible” (p. 28), If a retarded child 
is denied an educational opportunity, he has virtually 
no chance of being successfully integrated into society 
and the job market. Lack of provision for the retarded 
perpetuates a poor public image and results in continued 
lack of acceptance (Weintraub & Abeson, 1974; Crabtree, 
1973). This, of course, means continued inadequacies in 
educational provisions and a “vicious circle" is estab- 


lished. 


summary 
It would appear that there is certainly a moral 


basis for giving the retarded an educational opportunity 


and the legal trend appears to be in that direction in 


other countries, and lately, in our own. Economically, 
it would be to everyone's advantage if more retarded 
individuals were able to obtain education and training 
to the point where they could become at least partly 


self-supporting and in some cases, completely so. 
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It seems that, as Dybwad (1972) states, “our ten- 
dency to provide educational services for certain ed- 
ucational '"groups* has led administration to perceive 
the *‘others* as ineducable" (p. 99). The “others” are 
most often those who are profoundly, severely, or mul- 
tiply handicapped retarded children, and traditionally, 
the treatment which has been offered to them has con- 
Sisted of custodial care only. Reasons for their exclus- 
ion from educational programs have been numerous. Among 
the reasons given are: the child's not being toilet 
trained before application, poor mobility, behavioral 
problems present, no program available in the child's 
geographic area, and so on. 

According to Cruikshank (1958), the severely retard- 
ed cannot “learn” in the sense that normal children can, 
anyway, but they can be trained. If educators were to 
follow this line of thought, it is nevertheless obvious 
that some type of educational facility would be required 
for retarded children with ability below that which is 
traditionally referred to as the moderately retarded 
level, so that they may be "trained". 

It may well be that many severely and profoundly 
retarded children may have been labelled “uneducable™ or 
"unable to learn" simply because they have never been 
given the opportunity to use what ability they have. 


Forrest et al (1973) have stated that the “overall 
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functioning of at least some of them can be significantly 


improved" (p. 177), and furthermore that 
an approach which assumes, often 
on the basis of a once and for all 
test of general intelligence, that 
certain achievements are by defini- 
tion beyond an individual's capa- 
bilities and then proceeds to deny 
him any opportunity to acquire 
them is very much a self-proving 
prediction (p. 173) 


Evidence in the case of Pennsylvania Association for Re- 
tarded Children vs Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 1971, 
has shown that all retarded individuals can learn to 
some extent, since some change in behavior always results 
from an organized, concentrated effort. Evidence given 
in the Pennsylvania case also suggested that the great- 
est number of retarded children can become self-suffic- 
ient or can attain some degree of self care. 

Fuller (1974) reports success in teaching children 
with IQ*s in the twenties to read with comprehension 
and even to transfer that ability to other material. 
She devised a scheme in which a circle, a line, and an 
angle represented the letters of the alphabet. The 
method was dubbed, the “ball~-stick bird" method. 
Some with IQ*s in the thirties learned as rapidly and well 
as those in the sixties. She reports that communication 
and speech increased, some children eventually learned 
to write and seemingly endless rocking stopped. 


Forest et al (1973) seem to back up these findings, as 


they state "progress in learning, especially where 
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particular skills are involved does not correlate with 


IQ to anything like the extent that was formerly 
believed" (p. 173). 

It may be possible to accomplish far more with the 
severely mentally retarded than anyone has believed 
until recently. Dr. F. Wilson, of the School of 
Rehabilitation Medicine at the University of Alberta, who 
was involved in setting up a “pilot zero reject" project 
in the state of Missouri, tells of a program which 
involved thirty children with IQ*s under thirty, most 
of whom were multiply handicapped. The plan was to teach 
various types of motion, self-help and self-entertainment. 
At the end of one year, most of the children were at- 
tempting self-help and many were up and walking. The 
program has since been expanded. 

Custodial care used to be all that was extended to 
retarded children at the trainable level too, but great 
strides have been made in that area in recent years, 
thanks to research findings such as the following: 

Kirk, (1957) reports that trainable mentally retarded 
children develop at one-third to one-half the rate of 
normal children and may eventually reach a mental age of 
about eight years, but that they usually have the potential 
for self-care, self-protection, some degree of successful 


social adjustment, and are potentially economically use- 


ful under supervision. Kirk also reports that children at 


efit dtiw stom met de taaibo9 od ofd Lavog od Yam +1 ; 
beveiled san STO YA, west babustes ee vieveves 


to foornod sit to noecew i 21a -ylvasoet tide 


orlw .sttsdla to ¥tipievin’ eds 7s anioibem nokist Sokdadee 


tosioig "Soefex oxes FO tign s qu adicise al beviownt one - 


doidw metgoT «£ te imagh eSevocnam to state ont ak 


yaom «vas int: websth etd ares a Sth Lio vi Eg beviowal , 


doeat of cew matic sAT .beqce>ibanit yiqis tom o1eM mottw to 7 


tnennististae-tiee One qled=ties snofrom <5 peat avo bay ay 
tp even netblino st to Yaom ,xesy ene TO bie sit za 

ol?  .aniitew bas qu .otew yitem brs atedttlen anitqmat 
pobrenxs ‘need sonie ast mornonh 


ot bebastxs aaw tedt Lis ed ot beau stso Caibatesd 


tsexe Stud ,ood Level sidantexd sit ss no-th Lita pobaaten 
a 

etsoy Inaoer Ai assis Tens af ahem aged eved seb a 
initiwotlot eis es move ened badd ban ‘oF ts 


bebisters yYliainom ol¢snisas Fach a7 70g83., OE) 7 

; aan 7 

t6 etist site Tisd-oro ag by ist: foasto ts 40. a 
yo sas letnem s foset “i lewseere’ a wri as 
Seitnetog siz eved yileaveu vent tent Fad 4B 1B! vm i ’ 
a ; : 

tvtassoous Lo whe ah pcigarcee tBOt 


Les 


this level of retardation retain information almost as 


well as normal children and further that when matched on 
chronological age with normals, retardates do poorly 
at the beginning of training in motor skills, but show 


rapid improvement, and if the task is not too difficult, 
may even catch up with normals. Skeels and Dye (1939); 
Skeels (1942) and Kirk (1958), all offer testimony that 
IQ increases dramatically when a child is submitted to an 
educational program. It seems apparent, then, that re- 
tarded children can learn, and possibly may be able to 
learn more than we have imagined. 

However, it is all very well to want to establish 
educational facilities for all retarded children, but 
there are problems too. Adamson and Van Etten (1972) 
suggest that the "zero reject" policy, in which no child 
is excluded from an educational program will work in 
perhaps seventy per cent of cases, but that an alternative 


is needed. Their suggested alternative, the “fail-save” 


method, would entail a period of trial and error in var- 
jous programs, with periodic re-evaluation until an ap- 
propriate program was arrived at. As yet, there is no 
data to either support or reject either the zero-reject 
or the fail-save method (Adamson & Van Etten, 1972). 
Summary 

Methods of handling retarded children in the past, 
especially for the more severely retarded, have consist- 
ed of shutting them away from the world. Now, howevery 


research is leading the way to a great many accomplish- 
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ments which were formerly thought to be impossible for 
the retarded: all they need, in many cases, is the 


opportunity. 


Definitions 
For purposes of this study, the following classif- 
ication of levels of retardation has been employed: 


Borderline to Mild Retardation (EMR) IQ 50-75 


Moderate or Trainable (TMR) IQ 35-49 
Severe LQ) 20-35 
Profound IQ -20 


A brief description of the characteristic traits 
of those children found at each of the levels of retard- 
ation as employed in this paper is as follows: 
Profoundly Retarded : total medical nursing required$3 
little or no self-help skill in matters such as toilet- 
ing, feeding, dressing; non-verbal; no attempt at relat- 
ing to others or to environment; motor control severely 
affected; 
Severely Retarded: minimal self-help skills in toilet- 
ing, feeding, dressing; requires supervision in self 
help; regular medical care required because of physical 
and/or mental disability; some mobility; communication 
and socialization attempts random and largely emotional; 


extremely limited attention span; minimal speech; 


Moderately Retarded (Trainable): can usually learn func- 


tional academic skills to fourth grade by late teens in 
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special classes; ambulatory; capable of self care under 
Supervision; able to relate to others in structured 
settings; more than average medical supervision re- 
quired; 

Borderline to Mildly Retarded (Educable): can reach in- 
dependence in all areas; requires only same average a- 
mount of medical care as non-handicapped person; can 
usually achieve roughly to grade 6 level by late teens; 


problems in adjustment to adult society. 


Overview of Edmonton Facilities 

There have been many programs established in the 
past for various categories of retarded childrens 
school boards have set up opportunity room programs for 
the educable mentally retarded, social agencies have set 
up their programs, and various parent groups have estab- 
lished programs as well. The result has been a great 
mixture of facilities, few of which seem to be co-ordi- 
nated with others. Until recently, in the Edmonton 
area, educational programs available for the retarded 
have been almost exclusively for the educable and train- 
able retarded groups, to the exclusion of the severely, 
profoundly, and multiply handicapped retarded. Only in 
the past 23 years or so, has there been an organized 


program for the latter group of children. As yet, these 


Pee 


new facilities such as The Edmonton Rehabilitation Society 


Child Development Center and The Activity Center for the 
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Dependent Handicapped, are small and struggling, but at 
least they are trying to help the children whom everyone 
else seems to have ignored. As Ballance and Kendall 
(1972) put it, programs for severely/profoundly/multiply 
handicapped retarded “have certainly been developed in a 
few centers, but there is a dearth of information or re- 
ports about these"--or--"about the number of children for 
example, who have been excluded from special education 
programs because they are multiply handicapped. We know 
that such children exist, and that some of them are not 


receiving service” (p. 30). 


The Borderline and Mildly Retarded Children 
Edmonton Public Schools as well as those of St. 


Albert and Strathcona County accepted the responsibility 
for educating the majority of those termed educable 
mentally retarded. However, there are parents whose 
children do not fit into the opportunity room programs 
provided by the school boards, so referrals are made 
elsewhere. "Elsewhere" could be any one of a number of 
places, and the reason for the referral could be a be- 
havicral management problem which would interfere too 
much with class routine, intelligence level too low to 
profit from the particular program offered, and so on. 
LeY.Cairns school, as the chief Edmonton facility which 
serves EMR children from the ages of 12 to 18 years, 


under the jurisdiction of the Edmonton Public School 
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Board, may encounter children who do not "fit" there 
either, and referrals may then be made from that school 
too. No record of such referrals is kept. There is no 
System of feedback which helps to push the school boards 
to aid the parents in finding accommodation for their 
children. If a parent is not persistent, his child may 
Sit at home with no program at all. There is no regula- 
tion which obliges school boards to ensure that each 


child who is brought to them receives aid. 


The Trainable or Moderately Retarded Children 


At the next lower level of retardation, the trainable 
level, there are similar problems. The two main schools 
which service children at this level are private parent 
association schools: Winnifred Stewart School and Robin 
Hood School. These schools offer motor and sense training, 
Self-help training, and academics. Children whose parents 
have initially approached one of the major facilities such 
as Winnifred Stewart School, may find that their child 
is non-admissible because he or she is confined toa 
wheelchair. The school’s architecture is such that it 
is virtually impossible to provide for the use of wheel- 
chairs. This leaves then, as the usual alternative, 

Robin Hood School, which can cope with two wheelchairs 
per classroom, but as there are only six rooms, the prob- 
lem is obvious. After those two alternatives have been 


exhausted, there is virtually no place for the child to 
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go for an educational programe Winnifred Stewart School 
also does not accept children who are not toilet trained 
although Robin Hood School does so on a part-time basis. 
The Capacity of Robin Hood School, however, is only fifty- 
Six students. Thus, if Winnifred Stewart School has 
turned the child down and there is no space at Robin Hood 
School, the child must be put on a waiting list for an 
indeterminate length of time. 

Older children (16 years and up) who are at the 
trainable mentally retarded level usually may progress, if 
they so desire, to the Western Industrial Research and 
Training Center, where they can learn specific trade skills 
with an eye to possible full or part-time future employment. 
However, if there is an emotional disturbance present, 
uncontrolled seizures, or certain types of physical 
disabilities present, the child is usually not 
admissable, because of the many dangers involved 
in working around machinery. There is almost no alter- 
‘native for such children. Again at this level of retar- 
dation, there is no system of recording and feedback so 
that no one agency knows exactly who has been turned down, 
to where the child has been referred and whether or not 


the child is finally in a program. 


The Severely, Profoundly, and Multiply Handicapped Retarded 


Facilities for those children who are deemed profoundly 


or severely retarded or multiply handicapped retarded in- 
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Cludet Eric Cormack Center, the Edmonton Rehabilitation 
Society Child Development Center and the Activity Center 
for the Dependent Handicapped. As far as is possible, a 
one-to-one teacher-pupil ratio is used, so that each 
child can have some motor training, self-help training, 
and at the Activity Center and Child Development Center, 
as much academic work as he or she might be able to han- 
dle. Many Edmonton children who are retarded to this de- 
gree are sent to various Calgary facilities and others 
to Wetaskiwin Center, which is set up to train and give 
custodial care to severely retarded children. For those 
children who are bed-ridden, profoundly retarded, Eric 
Cormack Center handles up to ninety-six cases, and gets 
its referrals from the Regional Office of Services for 
the Handicapped. The Activity Center and the Child Dev- 
elopment Center handle 25 and 35 children respectively, 
and deal mainly with the multiply handicapped. The latter 
two facilities receive referrals from every imaginable 
source and they, like Cormack Center and Wetaskiwan 
Center, have waiting lists. 

The “space” situation is so CL Ey that sometimes 
a facility director who has received assessment material 
from Glenrose or from some other source on a prospective 
Client, will report that the parents and child "did not 
materialize", but that no attempt was made to track the 


child down because the waiting list is lengthy, and there 


- nataind aeiton, 202. bp g tote? dnongoteved NEEM ete. 
& .sidipsoq ai 2s is ad -beqqsolbask ‘dade 
dose tet oe .bsey eb offs nee 
Chan” 

aA 
tetas) dramaotevet BEEAS bia swsinsd ytivicod ont ts Pe ; a 


wanintieay qfled-tles ,grtinies totom amos oven ris9 


one of side od tduim ake Jo si sa ATOW oimebsas ial 


aeb Bind of Ssbtsts1 51s ow potblins no tnombs yee 6 Sib 


aroito bie esitifiost yisulso evoltév OF Ses ets SeTy 


evig bags disstt of qu vop-ef Aotnw .tetned niwitentow ov 7 


stotd tot .neablido. bebystes ylowsvoe- ov otso Tatbetaus — 
ofa «bobistery yibayotota .«nsbhii-bsd ses ow asibiido 
atem bap yuees> xie-yhenin.ot qu eshte tetaeo aos miod 


tot eeoivise io 4nittO Lenoigek on’ movt efstrstes oF 
-vad pLidd sat boa tetnso yy ivivoA sat psqasobberst - com , 

eiievitsequst aathl tb é€ Bris @S sibaisd ‘tetaed tnamqot : 
setts oft .beqqsottasd vioitiun odt atin. yinktsm feeb bus 


eldanigemi yieve mort gisytstet sviecss esitiliost ow © 
_ 7 . . 


eee, 


newitesteW bas tetned NosnrieD sxil ,veds Bas 

ses ELL ant ima i 

gomivomoe tsit ~aoitee o2 ef Weieus is Rasher 
ses eet ah Inomeseaas bevienat BB oniw 101304 
avitosqeoxd: sO sottee aonish Sneek ont i: 
Ton bib” oLins aS Fs) aire tEq oad. Pant ee 
ais Aon oF ob sim ot slater 
wrod baa watisot ei tebh Snisiew aii ee 


are many who are literally in desperate need. The spot 
would then be given to someone else on the list. Once 
again, there is no feedback to the referral source, and 
no follow up to see if the original applicant was event- 
ually enrolled in a program. Parents who can cope at 
home with the child are encouraged to do so for as long 
as they can, to give others with greater need for family 


relief a chance to enroll their child. 


Other Types of Facilities 


Aside from these major facilities, there are var- 
ious small facilities available. Two examples of this 
kind of facility would be the Evelyn Unger School for 
Language and Learning Development, and the Edmonton 
School for Autistic Children. These facilities service 
only a small number of children all told, and they have 
fairly specific entrance requirements, so that they are 
of use to a relatively different portion of the retarded 
population, whose major diagnosis is often not one of 


retardation. 


Summary 
It seems clear then, that there may be many children 


who have become "lost in the shuffle" since there is no 
way of knowing whether or not children who were referred 
from one source to another ever became enrolled in a pro- 


gram. It is not even possible to get a totally accurate 
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picture of the number of children who are on waiting lists 


for the various facilities in Edmonton because some may be 
on more than one list, and facilities, out of respect for 
the parents privacy, do not compare waiting lists. Since 
there are schools operating under so many different author- 
ities, such as parent associations, school boards and the 
Department of Health and Social Development, it is difficult 
1f not impossible to co-ordinate criteria and activities, 
and to set up and maintain specific standards. Some 

schools may not be adequately programmed, but who is to 
judge? 

A child may be considered to have an unmet educat- 
ional need if he or she is currently enrolled in no ed- 
ucational program, or in a program which is deemed by 
the facility director to be inappropriate for the child. 

In view of the fact that (a) there are children in 
the United States who are not enrolled in any education- 
al program, (b) that legislation regarding education is 
permissive in Alberta and in most of Canada, and that 
(c) control of facility management and referrals is so 
fragmented in Edmonton, it seems likely that there may 
be retarded children in Edmonton who are not receiving 


any educational program. 


summary 
It is easy to see, then, a great deal of evidence 


to suggest that (1) there are many retarded children in 
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the United States and may well be in Canada, who 
are not getting an educational opportunity; and that 
(2) there is almost no mention by the provinces of spec- 
ific educational provisions for the severely/profoundly/ 
multiply handicapped retarded. Saskatchewan and Nova 
Scotia, at least, have supposedly assumed responsibil- 
LOy for educating these children too, but there is no 
indication as yet as to how this has been or will be im- 
plemented. Furthermore, (3) retarded children may have 
the legal and/or moral right to an educational opportun- 
ity; (4) countries outside of Canada, as well as some 
of the Canadian provinces are moving slowly but surely 
towards assuming public responsibility for the education 
of all retarded children; and, (5) retarded children 
are capable of profiting from an education and such 
training and education would be of benefit to themselves 
and to the rest of society. Finally, there is the dis- 
tinct possibility that enough gaps exist among the educa- 
tional facilities for the retarded in Edmonton that some 
children may be totally without an educational program 
of any kind. 

The main hypothesis of this study, then, is that: 


there are some retarded children in Edmonton who are 


receiving no educational program. The specific questions 


which this study will attempt to answer on the basis of 


the information available are the following: 
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1. whether or not the Edmonton area seems to have a 
greater or lesser proportion of dependent handi- 
Capped children, when compared with Canada in 
general; 

2. whether there are substantial numbers of 
retarded children in Edmonton currently on 
waiting lists for some educational facility 
in the city, regardless of whether or not they 
are currently enrolled in some educational 
program, and with respect to these, 

(a) whether there are proportionately more 
children at any one level (EMR,TMR, or 
severely/profoundly retarded) who have 
unmet educational needs; 

(bo) whether there are proportionately more chil- 
dren at any one age level who have unmet 
educational needs; 

(c) whether there are proportionately more chil- 
dren of one sex who have unmet educational 
needs; 

(d) some of the reasons why these children are 
not presently in an educational program; 

(e) the kinds of programs for which the largest 
proportion of children are waiting; 

3. whether or not a large proportion of retarded 
children who are considered to have educational 


needs are currently enrolled in any kind of 
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and, 


educational program; 


4, to what extent the complaints and opinions 
of involved authorities and of some parents 
of retarded children reflect the actual defici- 
encies in the educational provisions for re- 


tarded children in Edmonton. 
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CHAPTER II 
METHOD 


Subjects 
The population which formed the basis for this 
study consisted of retarded children between the ages 
of six and eighteen years, living in the Edmonton sub- 
region, whose educational needs were not being ade- 
quately met in the spring of 1975. The Edmonton sub- 
region was defined as consisting of the city of Edmonton, 
plus an area of roughly forty-five miles radius around 
Edmonton (see Appendix 1, figure 1). The criteria for 
being classified as a child whose educational needs were 
not being adequately met were: (a) that the child was 
not at the time of the survey enrolled in an educational 
program, or, (b) that the child was enrolled in a prog- 
ram, but the director of that program acknowledged that 
the facility was incapable of providing appropriately 
for the child’s needs at the time surveyed. 
The population just mentioned was sampled by means 
of surveying all facilities in Edmonton listed in: 
(a) Inventory of Educational Services 
for Handicapped Children of Pre- 
School and School Age in Alberta, 
Special Education Services Branch, 


Alberta Department of Education, 
November 19743 


(b) The Developmentally Handicapped: 
a directory of services in ipenees 
Alberta Association for the Men- 


tally Retarded, 1974; 
(c) Services in Edmonton for the Men- 
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tally Retarded-1974, by Social Planning 


Section, Edmonton Social Services, City 
of Edmonton 


as providing educational services for retarded children, 
and by means of obtaining from the Edmonton (Regional) 
Office for Services for the Handicapped, a list of chil- 
dren in the Edmonton sub-region who have unmet educa- 
tional needs. 

Part of the problem of determining the proportion of 
school age children who might have unmet educational needs 
is that nowhere does there exist a complete list of men- 
tally retarded children in the Edmonton area, or in the 
province for that matter. Services for the Handicapped, 

a government agency, has recently been involved in conduc- 
ting a study to determine the number of retarded children 
who have unmet needs, educational needs among them, so 
that office seemed the best one from which to try to elic- 
it information for the present study. It was anticipated 
that information from this source would be corroborated 
by that obtained from individual educational facility 
directors, with regard to the level of retardation at 
which the greatest proportion of children have unmet edu- 
cational needs. Solicitation of information and opinions 
from an authority in the field, and from parents of re- 
tarded children was utilized as a means of completing the 
picture as to the apparent inadequacies in educational 


provisions for the retarded. 
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Services for the Handicapped 


Services for the Handicapped is a government of 
Alberta agency which has compiled a list of all retard- 
ates identified to it by referral sources including 
individual educational facilities, parents, community 
child development programs, public health units, group 
homes, auxiliary hospitals, nursing homes, and so on. 
All children registered with Services for the Handi- 
capped as having an educational need that is unmet were 
included in the sample, and there were actually three 
sources of data from that agency: (1) the Dependent 
Handicapped Survey-1973; (2) the waiting lists for Eric 
Cormack Center and Wetaskiwin Center; and, (3) the Needs 
Survey-1975. 

The specific information obtained from the previously 


mentioned sources consisted of the following: 


Dependent Handicapped Survey 
Source one was the general results of the Dependent 


Handicapped Survey, completed by Services for the Handi- 
capped in December, 1973, and showing the comparison be- 
tween the proportion of dependent handicapped individuals 
in the Edmonton region (Appendix 1, Figure 2 ), and the 
proportion found in Canada as a whole, according to 
Canadian Association for the Mentally Retarded statistics. 
The survey was designed to identify all individuals with 


a family base in the Edmonton region who were deemed 
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multiply handicapped or dependent handicapped. “Dependent 
handicapped" was defined as: those individuals who are 
severely or profoundly retarded, so that a great deal of 
Supervision is required, and even some ward care. In most 
cases, there is significant physical impairment which will 
be present throughout life. Not included in the survey 
were persons currently served in the region, but with a 
family base outside. 

It was intended that an examination of this information 
would suggest, at least in part, an explanation for any 
apparent adequacy or inadequacy in educational provisions 
for dependent handicapped retarded children in Edmonton, 
Since larger or smaller numbers than the national average 
might have some bearing on the ability of existing facil- 
ities to accommodate those dependent handicapped children 


with educational requirements. 


Eric Cormack Center. and Wetaskiwin Center Waiting Lists 


The two facilities for the profoundly and severely 
retarded in the Edmonton area are the Eric Cormack Cen- 
ter in Edmonton, serving the profoundly retarded, and 
Wetaskiwin Center in Wetaskiwin, serving the severely 
retarded. Both accept all their referrals through Serv- 
ices for the Handicapped, so the waiting lists for both 
are virtually complete at that office. Information ob- 


tained with respect to both centers includes that on 
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children aged six to eighteen years, whose families 
reside within the Edmonton sub-region only, and the data 


is up to date as of April 1975- 


Needs Survey-1975 


A Survey of Needs (1975) of the mentally retarded of 
school age, who are voluntarily registered as explained 
previously, at Services for the Handicapped, yielded indi- 
vidual information for children in the moderate, mild, 
and borderline retarded group. 

The following information was obtained regarding the 
individual children voluntarily listed by parents, doctors, 
schools, associations, etc., with the Services for the 
Handicapped office as having educational needs, and refers 
to those children included in sources two and threes (a) 
the age, sex, and retardation level of each childs (b) the 
facility or type of facility for which each is waiting; 

(c) the reasons why some of the children may not pre- 
sently be in the program to which they seek admission; 

and, (d) whether or not each is in any educational pro- 
gram while awaiting admission to another. All levels of 


retardation were considered with respect to as many of the 


above points as possible for each individual. 


Information presented in tables three to nine then, 
was obtained from the waiting lists for Cormack and 
Wetaskiwin Centers, and from the Needs Survey. 

It was anticipated that information about the chil- 


dren who are on waiting lists would provide an indication 
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as to the level at which most adequate provisions for the 
education of the retarded exist, the age level most affected, 
the type of program which appears to be in shortest supply, 
and most important of all, the number of children who are 
currently receiving no educational program at all. Again, 

it may be that there is some overlap among children on 
waiting lists, but at the moment, this type of informa- 


GLON Wis all thatvis available: 


Educational Facilities in Edmonton 

By means of interviews with directors of facilities 
listed in Appendix 2, the kind of clientele served by 
the establishment and any difficulty in accommodating 
those who apply for admission were determined. The pre- 
ceding was determined by means of eliciting responses to 
questions concerning the following items: (a) description 
of students, including age and level of retardation, (b) 
type of program offered and number of children served, (c) 
sources of referrals and funding, (d) whether or not there 
is a waiting list, and (e) information about children on 
those waiting lists. 

The main concern was with the children on waiting 
lists, and the following information was sought in relation 
to them: (a) the number of children awaiting admission; 
(b) the age, sex, and retardation level of these children; 


(c) the reason why the child could not immediately be ad- 
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mitted; and, (d) whether or not each child is enrolled 
in another educational program while waiting. In addi- 
tion, complaints of facility staff about educational 
provisions for the retarded in Edmonton were elicited. 
An attempt was made to include in the sample the chil- 
dren who had been rejected for admission by the indi- 
vidual facilities, but this could not be done because 


files of those rejected were not retained. 


With respect to the children included by all three 
information sources at Services for the Handicapped, as 
well as those on the waiting lists for individual 
facilities, some were presently enrolled in educational 
programs, but were considered to have unmet educational 


needs, because the program they were currently in was 


not entirely appropriate to their needs, according to 
the assessment made by professional staff members of 
individual facilities. Other children included by the 
various information sources as having unmet educational 
needs had no current program placement at all. 

It should be noted here that although Wetaskiwin 
Center is not actually in metropolitan Edmonton, it is 
within the Edmonton area, and all referrals are handled 
through Services for the Handicapped, so it is possible 


to obtain relevant information regarding Edmonton child- 


ren on its waiting list. 
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A total of twenty-eight children from the waiting 
lists of the individual facilities and one hundred forty- 
eight from the Services for the Handicapped list consti- 
tuted the sample. Although there may be an indeterminable 
amount of overlap between the facility lists and the 
Services for the Handicapped list, the sampling procedures 
did identify a group of children who could provide some 
evidence regarding the deficiencies in educational provi- 


sions for the retarded in the Edmonton area. 


Parent Interviews 

Four parents of children currently enrolled in two 
facilities--the Edmonton Rehabilitation Society Child 
Development Center and the Activity Center for the De- 
pendent Handicapped--were interviewed in order to deter- 
mine their feelings of satisfaction or dissatisfaction 
with the present educational system for the retarded. 
For example, it was attempted to discover whether or not 
they felt that they would rather have their child enrolled 
in some other facility, and if so, the reason why; and 
most especially, their opinions were sought with respect 
to the procedures they had gone through, other services 
they had tried previously, and so on, before their child 
was finally enrolled in the present facility. 

Parents of éhildren on waiting lists could not be 
interviewed because facility directors were understandably 


reluctant to put the author in touch with them. Although 
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it would have been desirable to have interviewed more 
parents, this was not possible either, because under the 
regulations set out by the respective Boards of Directors 
for the various facilities concerned, initial contact 
was made in one case by means of the facility director 
sending letters of explanation home with the children 
enrolled, giving the parent the option of contacting the 
writer, and in the other case, by means of the facility 
director phoning parents of children enrolled there, to 
determine who would be willing to co-operate. In all, 
four parents responded, and were interviewed at their 
homes. 

Questions which were asked and which were pertinent 
to the present study referred to: (a) a description of 
the child's age, sex, level of retardation, (b) length 
of time required between application and admission to 
present facility, (c) other programs in which the child 
might previously have been enrolled and reasons for 
leaving, (d) whether the child is on a waiting list for 
any other center, and if so, why, and, (e) complaints 
regarding present facility or with general system of 
education for retarded children as they see it. 

It was hoped to obtain from the interview results, 
some idea as to where parents feel the shortcomings of 
provisions for educating the retarded lie, and a picture 
of the process which parents of handicapped children go 


through in trying to enroll their child in a program. 
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Interview with an Authority in the Field 


Dr. John Church, Director of Special Education for 
Alberta, seemed to be the best resource person to 
question with regard to the education of retarded children 
in Edmonton, and an interview was duly arranged. Infor- 
mation sought lay in the following categories: (a) legis- 
lation regarding education of the retarded in Alberta, 

(b) present or future plans to set up educational programs 
within the public school systems for other than those 
children already accommodated. 

This interview was an attempt to determine whether or 
not there is any current or planned legislation which 
would make it mandatory that all retarded children be 
given an educational opportunity, and whether there is any 
move by the government which would seem to be a step in 
that direction. Such information would give at least some 
indication as to whether the government is moving to delete 
some of our apparent educational inadequacies with regard 
to the retarded. 

It was anticipated that the preceding information 
would provide some basis for determining which level 
of retardation demonstrated the largest proportion of 
unmet educational needs, some of the reasons why children 
are on waiting lists, and whether or not there is any 
other program available to those children who are waiting. 
It was anticipated that the data thus gathered on these 


topics would reinforce that collected from Services for 
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the Handicapped, and it was hoped to obtain from the 
complaints of the facility staff a picture of where the 
people directly involved feel the inadequacies lie in 


provisions for educating the retarded. 


Information Gathering 


The information of interest was gathered by means 


of inspection of Services for the Handicapped records on 
individual children, by conducting interviews with direc- 
tors of individual facilities in Edmonton, and by 

having a sample of the parents of some retarded chil- 
dren complete an interview-questionnaire, in which a 
standard set of questions was asked of all the parents. 
In addition, the preceding method was supplemented by 
means of an interview with Dr. John Church, Director 


of Special Education for the province of Alberta. 


Procedure 
Procedures involved in carrying out this study, then, 


involved: (a) making contact with the Services for the 


Handicapped office and obtaining permission to use infor- 
mation regarding children registered there as having 
educational needs, (b) carrying out several interview 
sessions with employees there to list information about 
children concerned, (c) identification of facilities in 


Edmonton for education of the retarded, (d) conducting 


interviews at each facility, (e) location of parents 
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Willing to be interviewed and solicitation of responses 
to an interview-questionnaire, and (f) selection and 
carrying out of an interview with an authority in the 
field. Although the information gathered cannot supply 
a completely accurate account of deficiencies in educa- 
tional provisions for retarded school age children in 
the Edmonton area, it does appear to be suitable for 
purposes of determining whether deficiencies do exist, 


and to provide at least some idea of the magnitude and 


kind of deficiencies which may exist. 
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CHAPTER III 
RESULTS 


This chapter presents the information gathered 
for the purpose of answering those questions posed on 
page 22 of Chapter 1. 

The order of presentation will be as follows: 

1. comparison of results of the Dependent Handi- 
capped Survey for the Edmonton region with the Canadian 
Association for the Mentally Retarded statistics for 
incidence of lower levels of retardation in Canada in 
general 3 

2. Presentation of data obtained from Services for 
the Handicapped concerning 

(a) number of children who have unmet educa- 
tional needs in that they are on waiting 
lists for various facilities or types of 
programs, classified by age, sex, and 
level of retardation, and according to 
whether or not they currently have a pro- 
gram; 

(b) reasons why children may not presently be 
in a program; 

(c) age, sex, level, and kind of program for 
which the largest proportion of children 
are on waiting lists; 


and, (d) kind of program for which the largest pro- 
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portion of children are waiting as related 
to whether or not they have a program at 
present; 

3+ data obtained from individual educational facil- 
ities in Edmonton concerning 

(a) clientele served; 

(b) whether or not there is a waiting list, 
and if so, the number of children on it; 

(c) reasons why some applicants have been denied 
immediate admission; and, 

(d) complaints with respect to facilities 
presently available for education of the 
retarded; 

4. responses from parents of retarded children when 
asked what they feel general educational needs are as a 
result of their experience with their own child, and 
problems they encountered in seeking admission to a pro- 
gram for their child; and, 

5- responses from an authority in the field of educa- 
tion for retardates, when questioned regarding possible 
future plans for more extensive educational programs and 


difficulties of establishing same. 
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DATA OBTAINED FROM SERVICES FOR THE HANDICAPPED 


Comparison of Results of Dependent Handicapped Survey for 
Edmonton Region with Incidence of Lower Levels of Retarda- 


tion in Canada@ 


Table I 
Estimated Incidence of All Ages of Moderately, Severely, and 
Profoundly Retarded Individuals in Metropolitan Edmonton 
(Population approximately five hundred thousand in 1974) 
Using Canadian Association for the Mentally Retarded Statistics 


Compared with Incidence Figures for All of Canada.@ 


Degree of Canadian Per Cent of Total Estimated Pop- 
Retardation Incidence Number of Retarded ulation of Re- 
tarded of All 

Ages in Edmon- 

ton Using Bas- 


Lo21% 


Moderate © 3% 7% 1,500 
Severe 0075% 4% 375 
Profound °025% 1% 125 
Total 4% 12% 2,000 


@aAccording to most recent Census of Canada-1971 

Table one shows the estimated number of individuals of all 
ages in metropolitan Edmonton, including Strathcona and 
Sturgeon, who fall into the three lower levels of retardation. 


Canadian Association for the Mentally Retarded figures estimate 


that 0.4% of the Canadian population falls within the 3 


lower levels, and based on an Edmonton population of 
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five hundred thousand, taken from Census of Canada stat- 
istics, 1971, this means that some two thousand metropol- 
itan Edmonton individuals are expected to be in this 
group one thousand five hundred or .3% of the Edmon- 
ton population at the trainable retarded level, three 
hundred and seventy-five or .075% at the severely retard- 
ed level, and one hundred and twenty-five or .025% at 


the profoundly retarded level. 


Table II 
Incidence in Edmonton Region of All Ages of Moderately, 
Severely, and Profoundly Retarded Individuals as Determined 
by Dependent Handicapped Survey Statistics Compared with 


Incidence Figures for All of Canada.@ 


Degree of Number of Per Cent National 
Retardation Individuals Each Category Incidence 
Identified Constitutes of 3 Levels 
in Survey of Edmonton of Retardation 


Region Popu- 
lation of All 


Ages 


Moderate 250 e031 33 
severe 154. e019 3075 
Profound key, 024 0025 
Total 601 074 v4 & 


ee eee ee ee 


@according to most recent Census of Canada-1971 


Table two shows the number of individuals of all ages 


in the Edmonton region (see Appendix I ) identified by the 
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Dependent Handicapped Survey as belonging in the group 
termed moderately, severely, or profoundly retarded. In 
using these figures, a comparison can be made with national 
incidence statistics. Canadian statistics for the pro- 
foundly retarded coincide very closely with those for 

the Edmonton region, whether rural or urban areas were 
considered--0.024% in the Edmonton region as compared with 
0.025% in national statistics (see Table II). The inci- 
dence of severe retardation was 0.019% for both rural and 
urban Edmonton, compared with 0.075% in national statistics. 
Prevalence of moderate retardation was approximately 0.031% 
for the Edmonton region, compared with 0.3% overall in 
Canada, so it is in this latter portion of the survey that 
the most individuals have probably been missed. It is not 
too surprising that those figures concerning the profoundly 
retarded coincide closely, since these individuals are 
likely to be the most visible of the retarded--the ones for 
whom parents and relatives are most likely to need help, 
and thus, to approach various agencies about. It is 
interesting to note, however, that the results of the De- 
pendent Handicapped Survey showed one hundred and ninety-seven 
individuals in the profoundly retarded group, while 
Canadian Association for the Mentally Retarded and national 
statistics suggest that metropolitan Edmonton could be ex- 
pected to have approximately one hundred and twenty-five 
individuals in this level of retardation. Bearing in mind 


the fact that the Dependent Handicapped Survey covers the 
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entire Edmonton region (see Appendix I ) as well as 
metropolitan Edmonton, it would seem logical to assume 
then, that roughly seventy-five or 38% of individuals 
who are profoundly retarded live outside of the met- 
ropolitan area but still within the Edmonton region. 

The survey, as thorough as it appears to be, under- 
estimated the incidence of severely retarded individuals 
by .056% and the number of moderately retarded by .269% 
as compared with Canadian Association for the Mentally 
Retarded statistics and national figures. The parents 
and relatives of these individuals are probably less 
likely to require aid in the care and handling of people 
at this level, so that those agencies and individuals 
approached by surveyors would be less likely to be aware 
of them. As a result, any estimation as to the size of 
educational deficiencies for the retarded may appear to 


be much smaller than it actually is 


Although figures representing the school age popula- 
tion of the dependent handicapped in the Edmonton region 
were included in survey results, there are no such figures 
available at national levels, so a comparison of Edmonton 
region and national statistics on this point is not pos- 

sible. There were, however, according to survey results, 
133 moderately retarded school age children, 65 severely 


retarded, and 108 profoundly retarded. These children re- 


present respectively, 52.5%, 43%, and 54.8% of those 
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individuals of all ages identified as having each 


degree of retardation. 


Information Regarding Those Children Residing in Edmonton 
Sub-Region Who Are on Waiting Lists for Eric Cormack Center 
and Wetaskiwin Center and Those Identified by Needs Survey 
(1975). 
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Table III 


Number of School Age Children Residing in Edmonton Sub- 


region, Classified by Age, Sex, Level, and Whether or not 


Enrolled in Another Educational Program While on a Waiting 


Lasts 


WITH 
PROGRAM 


WITHOUT 
PROGRAM 


Age’ Sex | Number at Each Total 
Level of Retardation 
Profound Severe Moderate Mild Borderline 
6-8 F=4 3 1 0 0 0 10 
M=6 a 0 1 0) 
9-11 F=6 0 1 5) 2 0 19 
M=13 1 2 7 3 0 
12-14 F=i2 2 1 by 5 0 29 
M=17 0 2 7 8 0 
15-18 F=17 1 0 8 ? 0 By) 
M=42 0 1 16 26 0 
Sub-  F=39 8 8 Lg a 0 A537 
Total M=78 ae 
6-8 F=3 2 ol 0 a) 0 8 
M=5 2 2 0 i 0 
9-11 F=0 0 0 0) 0 0 2 
M=2 1 0 0 a 0 
12-14 F=5 3 2 0 (0) 0 7 
M=2 0 0 ‘2 0 0 
15-18 F=9 2 0 al 4 Z 14 
(et en eee 2 0 
Sub-  *F=17 i? 5¥ wa ik wlegwei 2 31 
Total Me14 Z - - 
Grand F=56 20 i) 53 60 2 148 
otal stage Se8 


Table three shows that there were one hundred and forty- 


eight school age children in the Edmonton area (including 
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Sherwood Park and St. Albert), who were identified by means 
of the Needs Survey (1975), or by their presence on the 
waiting list for either Eric Cormack Center or Wetaskiwin 
Center, as having unmet educational needs. 

It will be noted from data presented in Table three, 
that the majority of children, one hundred and seventeen 
of the one hundred and forty-eight or 79%, who have educa- 
tional needs do have an educational program somewhere while 
they are on the waiting list for some other facility. 

This is an important point, however, when one realizes that 
these children are on waiting lists because their present 
program is inappropriate to their needs. Even more impor- 
tant, however, is the fact that 21% or thirty-one of the 
one hundred and forty-eight children on waiting lists 

have no educational program at all at present. 

Among those who have no program at present, 32.3% are 
borderline or mildly retarded, 12.9% are moderately re- 
tarded (TMR), but 54.8%, almost double the percentage for 
any other group, are severely or profoundly retarded. Of 
the borderline/mildly retarded group, 83.8% have a program, 
16.2% do not; of the moderately retarded group, 92.4% have 
a program, while 7.6% do not; but, of the severely/profoundly 
retarded school age children, only 48.5% have a program 
at present, while 51.5% do not. By far the largest propor- 
tion of unmet educational needs, then, seems to lie with 
those who are severely and profoundly retarded. However, 


as was pointed out earlier in Table one, this group repre- 
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sents the smallest expected incidence of retarded 
individuals in the Canadian population. The largest 

group of retarded individuals, as stated in Table one, is 
that of the borderline and mildly retarded individuals. As 
is demonstrated by Table three, this is the group with the 
second highest incidence of unmet educational needs (16.2%). 

Among those children who are on waiting lists, but 
who are enrolled in programs at present, 44.4% are in the 
mildly retarded category, 41.8% in the moderately retarded 
group, but only 13.6% in the severely/profoundly retarded 
level. 

The majority of those both with and without a pro- 
gram at present are in the 15-18 year age bracket. Chil- 
dren in this age group represent 50.4% of those who are 
presently enrolled in an educational program, and 45.1% 
of those who are not enrolled in any educational program. 
Of the 15-18 year age group, 80.8% have a program at 
present, while 19.2% do not. 

Among those without a program, the children in the 
9-11 year age bracket seem to be least affected, repre- 
senting only 14.2% of children having no program at pre- 
sent. The 6-8 year and 12-14 year age groups are repre- 
sented roughly equally among those without a program. 

In other words, the greatest need for initial pro- 
gram enrolment appears to lie at the 15-18 year age level, 


and the greatest need for more appropriate enrolment ap- 


pears to lie at this age level too. 
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Table three shows that the majority of children 
with educational needs are male, representing 62.1% of 
the group. It is also noteworthy that there are twice 
as many males as females presently enrolled in educational 
programs, and that among those without programs, 54.8% 
are male and 45.2% are female. 

In other words, there are twice as many males as 
females requiring more appropriate programs, although 
the numbers of males and females presently in need of an 
initial placement are not much different. 

To sum up the most important information contained 
in Table three, the greatest extent of unmet educational 
needs seems to lie at the 15-18 year age level, among 
members of the male sex, and among the severely/pro- 
foundly retarded. 

It appears at first glance as though the percentage 
of retarded children with unfulfilled educational needs 
is very small. Using the Canadian Association for the 
Mentally Retarded percentage figure which indicates that 
3% of the Canadian population may be mentally retarded, 
and the estimated Edmonton population of five hundred 
thousand, it is estimated that there could be fifteen 
thousand retarded individuals in Edmonton. Those one 
hundred and forty-eight school age children cited in 
Table 3 as having unmet educational needs constitute 
only 1% of the expected incidence of all retarded indiv- 


iduals, but it must be remembered that those included in 
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Table 3 are listed on a strictly voluntary basis with 
Services for the Handicapped, so for various reasons, 
children who have needs may not be listed, and an untold 
number of these could have educational requirements. 

For example, using Canadian Association for the 
Mentally Retarded statistics, the total number of train- 
able retarded individuals in Edmonton, based on an estim- 
ated city population of five hundred thousand, could 
reasonably be expected to be one thousand five hundred. 


There are a total of 457 school age children enrolled in 


Edmonton facilities for the moderately retarded, and fifty- 
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three on waiting lists. This leaves nine hundred and ninety 


or 66% of the expected number of trainable mentally re- 
tarded unaccounted for. 

Using the same procedure, the total number of sev- 
erely/profoundly retarded in Edmonton could be expected 
to be five hundred. There are a total of 152 such children 
enrolled in Edmonton facilities, and 33 on waiting lists. 
This leaves 315 or 63% of the expected number of these 
individuals unaccounted for. 

One cannot be at all sure that the small percentage 
of children on waiting lists are the only ones who have 
unmet educational needs. Such a large proportion of indiv- 
iduals at the moderately and severely/profoundly retarded 
levels are unaccounted for in Edmonton facilities or on 


waiting lists for them, that the proportion of children 


with unmet needs may be far greater than anyone imagines. 
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some Reasons Why Children May Not Presently Be 
Enrolled in a Program 


Some of the reasons why children may not presently 
be enrolled in a program while awaiting entrance to an- 
other program weret in the case of the severely and pro- 
foundly retarded, most of whom were awaiting entrance to 
either Cormack or Wetaskiwin Centers, no space was avail- 
able for thems while in the case of those at the moderate 
and mild levels of retardation, no program exists which is 
close enough to their needs, either because of physical 
handicap conditions, health problems, or behavioral 


management problems, etc. 


A behavioral management problem is deemed to be 
present if the behavior of a child is so atypical when 
compared with that of other “average” children of his 
age, sex, and general status in school, as to interfere 
with the attentiveness and learning ability of either 
himself or his fellow pupils. Individual data as to 
specific kinds of handicaps, behavioral or health prob- 
lems were not available. Each child's major unmet need 
was indicated by listing the type of program for which 


he or she was waiting. 
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Information Concerning the Number of School Age Children in 


Edmonton Who Have Unmet Educational Needs, Their Level of 


Retardation, Age, and Basic Type of Need 


dren 
type 
ment 
need 
than 


dred 


There are one hundred and forty-eight school age chil- 
listed by Services for the Handicapped as having some 
of unmet educational need, such as the need for place- 
in a program for a child who has no program now, or the 
for placement in a more appropriate type of program 
that which he has now. Within the group of one hun- 


and forty-eight children with unmet educational re- 


quirements, Services for the Handicapped has designated 


three main sub-groups: (a) those children requiring 


straight educational placement (Table four); (b) those 


with severe behavior problems (Table five); and (c) 


those with educational needs in conjunction with behavior 


management problems of a less severe nature than those 


among the children mentioned in (d), (Table six). Tables 


four, five, and six comprise the total sample of one 


hundred and forty-eight children listed by Services for 


the Handicapped. 
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Table IV 
Number of School Age Mentally Retarded in Edmonton Sub- 
Region, with Straight Educational Needs, Classified Ac- 


cording to Sex, Age, and Level of Retardation. 


a I I 


Age Sex Number at Each "= Tov her =e Tha t 
Level of Retardation at Children 
Each at Each 
Age Level Con- 


Pro- Severe Mod- Mild  Border- Level stitute of 
found erate line Sample 
6-8 F=7 8 1 2 0) NS) 10.13% 
. Me8 
9-11 F=5 2 3 i 3 0 Ls 10.13% 
M=10 
neal F=i1 5 5 rt 4 o- Fic 12.16% 
=7 
15-18 F=18 5 0 19'S 5.26 1 eas 34.45% 
M= 33 
‘Total at F=41 20 Le 31 35 L 99 
Each Retard- M=58 
ation Level 
dren in Each M=58.°5% 


Category Con- 
stitute ‘of 
Entire Sample 


For those children about whom data is presented in 
Table four, straight educational placement is their 
greatest need at this time. It may be that they require 
initial placement in an educational program, or merely 
that they are already enrolled in a program and require 
a more appropriate placement. 

Of the one hundred and forty-eight with unmet ed- 
ucational needs, 66.87% require straight educational 


placement. Those children with this type of need are 
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Mainly in the 15-18 year age group (51.5%), while fre- 
quencies at each of the other age levels is approxi- 
mately equal. The majority of children with this type 

of need are male (58.5%), compared with 41.5% female. 

The moderately retarded make up 31.3% of those children 
with straight educational needs, while the mildly/border- 
line retarded make up 36.4%, and the severely/profoundly 
retarded comprise 32.3%. The need for straight educa- 
tional placement then, seems to be almost evenly dis- 
tributed among the severely/profoundly retarded, moderately 


retarded, and mildly/borderline retarded categories. 
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Table V 
Number of School Age Retarded in Edmonton Sub-Region with 
Behavioral Management Needs Primary, Classified According 


to Sex, Age, and Level of Retardation 
. a 


Age Sex Number at Each Total % Children 
Level of Retardation at at Each 
Pro- Severe Mod- Mild Border- Each Age Level 
found erate line Age 
Level 
6-8 F=0 0 0 1 ) 0) ah 0.67% 
M=1 
9-11 . F=1 0 0 z 3 0) 4 2.70% 
M=3 
1214 aes 0 ) 3 7 0: 10 6.75% 
15-18 F=4 0 i Z 4 0 7 4.72% 
M=3 
WR ERE F=8 ff) 1 7 14 0 22 
Each Retard- M= 14 
ation Level 
% That Chil- F=36.4% ) 0.67% 4.72% 9.45% 0 14.86% 


dren in Each M=63.6% 
Category Con- 

stitute of 

Entire Sample 


» 


Table five includes some children who are presently 
enrolled in educational programs and some who are not. 
Any child included by the data presented on Table five 
is recorded as having a behavioral problem so severe 
that any educational program can make very little head- 
way until the behavioral problem can be ameliorated. If 
any of these children are in programs now, the behavioral 


management problem overrides the educational goals in its 
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impact on the child's program, so a more appropriate 
placement, in which the behavioral problem can be tack- 
led foremost, is necessary. 

It will be noted that children with this type of 
need constitute twenty-two or 14.86% of the retarded 
children in Edmonton who are recorded as having unmet 
educational needs, and that the majority (63.6%) are male. 
The mildly retarded category includes 63.6% of those 
whose behavioral management needs are their primary prob- 
lem, while the moderately retarded included 31.8%, the 
severely retarded only 4.6%, and the profoundly retarded 
and borderline groups are not represented at all. It is 
also worthy of note that 45.45% of those with outstanding 
behavioral management problems are in the early adolescent 
years (12-14 years). 

It appears then, that of those children whose behav- 
joral problems are of paramount importance, the majority 
are in the mildly retarded (EMR) group, male, and in the 


12-14 year age level. 
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Table VI 
Number of School Age Retarded Children in Edmonton Sub- 
Region with Educational plus Behavioral Needs, Classified 


According to Age, Sex, and Level of Retardation. 


ea a ee eS 


Age Sex Number at Each Total Sor | 
Level of Retardation abe Entire 
Mod- Mild Border- Each Sample 
erate line Age 
Level 
6e8 F=0 a) 805 0 2 1.35% 
M=2 
9-11 F=0 2 0 0 e 1.35% 
: =2 : 
enh F=3 6 2 0 8 5.40% 
M=5 
A5-18 F=4 5 9 1 Lk, 10.13% 
M=11 
Pow at F=7 WS) abs 1 ad 
Fach Retard- M=20 
ation Level 
% ThakteC hal F=26% 10.13% 7.43% 0.67% 18.24% 
dren in Each M= 74% 
Category Con- 
_ Stitute of 


Entire Sample 


Although Table five cites the numbers of children who 
have behavioral management problems as their primary dif- 
ficulty, that is not to say that other retarded children do 
not have behavior problems too. Table six includes chil- 
dren at the moderate, mild, and borderline levels of re- 
tardation who have behavioral management problems in con- 
junction with educational needs, but whose behavioral prob- 


lems are not so severe as to largely or completely override 
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any progress they might make in an educational program. 
Such children constitute 18.24% of the one hundred and 
forty-eight children sampled. Some of these children 
may be presently enrolled in an educational program, 
while others are not. Information was not available for 
children at the severely and profoundly retarded levels 
with this type of need. 

In this instance, it appears that the majority of 
children with the combined behavioral and educational 
needs lie at the moderately retarded level (55.5%), and 
that the majority are, as in Tables four and five, male 
(74%), and in the 15-18 year age group (55.5%). The 
age levels with least representation in this group are 
6-8 years and 9-11 years. 

By far the largest proportion of children in the 
sample of one hundred and forty-eight require educational 
Placement (66.87%), but a notable proportion (33.13%) 
have either very severe or less severe behavior problems 
which either make placement in an educational program 
difficult if not impossible, or interfere with any progress 
such a child might make if he is already registered in an 
educational program. The largest number of children with 
unmet educational needs of any of the three types are in 
the 15-18 year age bracket, with the slight exception of 
the 12-14 year age group, whose behavioral needs are of 
primary importance. The majority with all types of needs 


are male, and fall in either the moderately retarded ( TMR ) 
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or mild (EMR) levels of retardation. 


Information Concerning Specific Kind of Program Child is 


Waiting for as It Relates to Age, Sex, and Retardation 
Level of Child: 


Tables seven and eight present a more detailed break- 
down of the kinds of placement which are required by those 
retarded children both with and without programs at present. 
Since it would have made the tables very large and unwieldy, 
information on levels of retardation has been included in 


the text following the tables. 


Table VII 
Number of Children Seeking Placement, as Related to Age 


and Kind of Program. 
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Table VIII 


Number of Children Seeking Placement, as Related to 


Sex and Kind of Program. 


Progra Sex Total  % that each 
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In the sample of one hundred and forty-eight children, 


all of those waiting for placement in Cormack Center and 
Wetaskiwin Center were profoundly or severely retarded; 
39.3% of children awaiting another type of educational 
placement were moderately retarded, and 34.4% were mildly 


retarded; 67% of those awaiting vocational placement were 


mildly retarded and 33% moderately so. 


Quite noticeably, then, the majority of those await- 


ing placement fall, as mentioned previously into the 


moderately and mildly retarded categories. Of course, 
the incidence at these levels of retardation is higher 


than that of the severely/profoundly retarded group, this 


finding is not surprising. 
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Table seven shows that the greatest proportion of those 
seeking placement are 15-18 years of age and seeking Pieces 
ment in educational facilities other than Cormack or 
Wetaskiwin Centers, or placement in a vocational facility. 
The smallest groups were those seeking placement in 
Wetaskiwin Center or in a vocational/behavioral program, and 
the age level with least representation was that of the 
6-8 year old children. 

As is evident from Table eight, the number of males 
seeking placement far exceeds the number of females, specif- 
ically in educational, vocational, and behavior management 
areas, although the relative proportions of males and females 
in each case is very little different. The majority of 


both males and females were seeking admission to educational 


programs. 
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Table Ix 
Number of Children Waiting for Each Kind of Program as Re- 


lated to Whether or Not Child is Currently Enrolled ina 


Program. 
a 
Program oars Wik Number of Children Number of Children Total 
Child is Waiting | Enrolled ina Not Hnrei ied in a 
Program Currently Progzram Current y 
—_——— a hl ree a od) ee = ee ee re ewe -- ans 
Cormack Center 5) c 
Kdvca- Wetaskiwin Center 1 @ 2 
trong! Wthrer banenavional SO 11 6) 
Vocational a 4 (as 
Educé=- Educational 23 
tional Behavioral 
and. as 5 28 
Behaev- Vocational 
Moral: Behavioral 
Behavioral et Af ee 
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Table nine clearly shows that although there are sixty- 
one individuals awaiting educational placement (41.2%), 
fifty or (81.96%) of them are already in some educational 
program, and are merely awaiting more appropriate place- 
ment. In the case of the educational/behavioral, voca- 
tional/behavioral, vocational, and behavioral management 
categories, the same holds true--the majority of those 


awaiting placement are currently enrolled in an educa- 
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tional program of some sort. However, for those individuals 
awaiting placement at Eric Cormack or Wetaskiwin Centers, 
61.5% and 66.6% respectively are not enrolled in an educa- 
tional program at present. Although the incidence of 
Severely and profoundly retarded children in the sample 
waiting for placement in educational facilities is quite 
small, 2.02% and 8.78% respectively, that should not be a 
reason to neglect their needs. For those who are not en- 
rolled in a program at present, then, the deficiency seems 
to lie with the Eric Cormack Center or Wetaskiwin Center, 

in which case, the problem is lack of space, or with other 
largely educational facilities. For those children who 

are currently enrolled in programs, the majority who require 
more appropriate placement require it in the areas of 
straight educational programs or combined educational/ 


behavioral programs. 


Summary in Brief: 


To summarize then, it appears that the greatest pro- 
portion of the sample of children with unmet educational 
needs fall within the moderately and mildly retarded groups, 
but that more of the children with unmet educational 
needs lie in the profoundly and severely retarded group 
than in any other. The greatest number with unmet needs 
are in the 15-18 year age group, and the majority of 
these are seeking either straight educational or voca- 


tional placement, behavioral management programs, or 
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programs which would combine either educational or 
vocational programs with behavioral management. The 
greatest proportion seeking placement, whether or not 
currently enrolled in a program, are male. Almost one- 
third of those seeking placement have behavioral man- 


agement requirements to a greater or lesser degree. 
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DATA OBTAINED FROM INDIVIDUAL FACILITIES 


Information Regarding Facilities in Edmonton Providing 
Educational Programs for the Retarded and Reasons Why 
Children May Be Placed ona Waiting List: 


Table X 


Degree of Retardation as Related to Number of Facil- 
ities Serving, Present Enrollment, and Total Number 


of Children on Waiting Lists, Ages 6-18 years. 


Number at Each 
Level of Retardation Total 


Severely/ Mod- Mild 
Profoundly erate 


Number of Facili- 5 3 5 aa 
ties Serving 


Present Enrollment 152 457 1010 1619 


Total Number on 21 ¥) 0) 28 
Waiting List 


Note-A school board counts as one facility, if its 
provision is opportunity rooms scattered 
throughout its system, but if there is a spe- 
cial school operating under the control of a 
school board, it is counted as one facility, 
in addition to the count of one for other 
provisions, such as opportunity rooms, set up 
by that board. 


Information regarding the age and sex of those 
trainable retarded children on a waiting list was very 
sketchy, and in some cases, all the center had was a 


recommendation “by word of mouth" and a child*s name, so 
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that a detailing of age and sex of these seven was not 
possible, although all were aged 6-18 years. 

In Table ten, the group of twenty-one severely/ 
profoundly retarded children, of age 6-18 years, on wait- 
ing lists for specific facilities includes the same 
thirteen children mentioned previously in Table six, re- 
corded at Services for the Handicapped, requiring place- 
ment at Eric Cormack Center. The remaining eight were 
awaiting placement at either the Child Development Center 
or the Activity Center. Twelve of those waiting were fe- 
male and nine were male, while the single age level which 
included the largest number waiting was 6 years, with 
seven children at that age. Of those thirteen children: 
awaiting placement at Cormack Center, four were male and 
nine female, and there were no more than three at any one 
age level, that level being 6 years, while the rest were 
roughly evenly spread from age 7-18 years. Of those 
eight children on the waiting lists for the Child Develop- 
ment Center and the Activity Center, five were male and 
three were female; four were 6 years of age, and the re- 
maining four ranged in age from 7 to 12 years old. 

Table ten shows that of those children recorded on 
waiting lists at individual facilities in Edmonton, 75% 
are in the severely and profoundly retarded group. Reasons 
given for all of these being on the waiting list is lack 
of space at the facility with a program which would be 


appropriate to their needs. Since there are so few facili- 
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ties for the severely and profoundly retarded, there 

is no choice but to wait, as it is not even possible 

to gain admission to an inappropriate program. The 
remaining 25% are in the moderately retarded group, 

and are waiting, not because of lack of space at any 
facility, but because of some physical handicap or 
health problem which presently prevents them from being 
able to withstand the rigors of the classroom. The 
latter condition, in all cases, was expected eventually 
to be ameliorated to the point where the child could 

be admitted to Robin Hood School, which has a program 
appropriate for them. 

As was evident in the data obtained from Services 
for the Handicapped, information elicited from 
individual facilities indicates that the largest number 
of children who have unmet educational needs are those 


who are diagnosed as severely or profoundly retarded. 


Perceptions of Staff at Facilities for Educating the Re- 
tarded Regarding Inadequacies of Present Educational 


Provisions 


Informants (usually directors) at individual facil- 
ities were asked to comment on any areas of weakness that 
they felt existed with respect to educational provisions 
for the retarded in Edmonton, regardless of whether or 
not their comment concerned provisions for the particular 


level of retarded child with which their facility dealt. 
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From those informants at facilities for the border- 
line and mildly retarded, including the public and 
Separate school boards, several complaints were cited. 
The most common complaints concerned (a) the lack of 
facilities for the multiply handicapped; (b) the lack 
of facilities for children with emotional problems; and, 
(c) the lack of facilities for those with behavior 
problems. It was pointed out by some informants that 
although many of the children with emotional or behavioral 
problems are currently enrolled in educational programs, 
other types of programs are needed to deal with their 
problems aside from education. 

Certain of the informants pointed out that at this 
time in Edmonton, there are some programs run by school 
boards, some run by the Department of Health and Social 
Development, and some by various association groups. 
Some of those interviewed felt that existing programs 
could deal more efficiently with more children if con- 
trol were not so fragmented. 

One informant felt that in order for the retarded 
student to come up to his full potential, earlier 
vocational/occupational training is needed--for example, 
beginning at age 14 years, instead of the usual 16 years 
at present. 

Other complaints centered around the lack of inte-~ 


gration of retarded children into schools attended by 


normal children. At this time, only the educable men- 
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tally retarded are integrated into regular public schools 
and some of the informants felt that progress in the 
public acceptance and support of the retarded could only 
Pemiage if the more severely retarded children were also 
integrated into regular schools. In this way, people 
could become better acquainted with and more knowzedgeabse 
about the retarded. 

From those informants at facilities for the moder- 
ately (trainable) retarded, one of the main complaints 
was the same as one of those previously mentioned: the 
lack of facilities for the multiply handicapped. Other 
comments by these individuals reflected the rather more 
vocational flavor of programs at this level. One such 
comment was about the lack of attempts by programs to 
deal with the whole child rather than just with fitting 
him for a specific job. It was pointed out that voca- 
tionally oriented programs usually neglect such things as 
social skills, which are necessary if one is to become 
successfully integrated into the community. 

Complaints from those informants at facilities for 
the severely and profoundly retarded centered largely 
around the lack of programs and the lack of space in facil- 
ities for these children. It was remarked that sufficient 
funds are usually allotted for wages, but that there is 
not enough left over for development of new programs, and 
They mentioned also that many of the children 


SO One 


enrolled in programs at this level have behavioral prob- 
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lems, but that there is insufficient staff and inadequate 
program to deal properly with them. | 
It seemed to be obvious to everyone that there is a 
very great need for additional facilities for the sev- 
erely and profoundly retarded, as directors or other 
informants at all levels commented on the shortage. This 


was the single most outstanding complaint. 
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DATA OBTAINED FROM PARENT INTERVIEWS 

In general, the parents who were interviewed felt 
that the educational programs available for their chil- 
dren were too “hit and miss", and that there were many 
gaps in what was provided. Chief among their complaints 
seemed to be: (a) that pressure was subtly applied from 
various sources, such as friends, relatives, doctors, and 
staff of facilities with which they had had contact, .to 
keep their child in the home, but that no form of de- 
pendable parental relief was available; (b) that there 
were too few alternatives available for the education of 
their children, especially for multiply handicapped chil- 
dren; and, (c) that since they pay taxes, they should get 
something for their children, as everyone else does. 

The children of the four parents who were available 


for interview were between the ages of 6 and 15 years, and 


all were female. 


Case 1: Child number one was 6 years old and had been 
diagnosed as severely mentally retarded. She had been at 
the Child Development Center for one year and four months, 
and had been referred there by Glenrose School Hospital, 
but only after the parents themselves had phoned several 
other places such as Evelyn Unger School, Winnifred 
Stewart School, etc., for help. Glenrose School Hospital 
assessed the child and then made the referral to the pre- 


sent facility, but the parents were able to get the child 


68. 


tfiot Es stew on afnexea Sr alae | 
-Lind tient tot sldelisvs: anes207 fenotsesube ont tadd 

yriem oxaw sient tect bis «acim bas ee. 
efniniamos sist aon YeinD .boiivosy ese take ek Vay 


govt beifacs vyiidue asw stuassid TEAS (so) sed’ os dbemoee a : 
bop paxdtoob \asvitelos .ebmeivt aa rove «esranoe ave P1sv, 
af .tostiion ban ban yedt soidw Avie asitittost to Ttate 
-3b ‘to mxot om tedt tud .emod ons nt bids thet goed 
sxedsy tadd (d) /algatvave new tetlet [atastia sldabseq 

%o coiteoube ot wot sidelisvs eaviventatts wot oot stew: 
-Livo- beqgsogbnen vieitive sot yiistosqes .metbhins tisdt 

tes Bivodé yor? .waxst Ysa. ysit gonie + eapttt (0) .bms eaetb | 
,B00b axle antoytsve 2s wrotbiivo rigady tot grist smo 
sidplisvs eyvow odw efaeten mot erty TO nerbLlido efit | 

bas <@uasy @f dns Oo to a9pe sit nsswied etow weivastal tot = 


weed bad bas blo etssy 3 asw eno ssdmum Sido 1 oad 
je mesd bed off  .bobtstex yilsinem ylotsyes es vesomgatb ° 7 
~entimom wot bre te6y 976 ot etme’ ii ar bein « 
, 


bettinniw ‘tonne coon ayleva 2s. 
Est iqeok foorio® seotneld .ated sok ae eorioe 
-o7y ont oF Cevibton, ont sam noid “bn bitte 
RS AN EE er 


into the program only half days for the first two months 
of 1974, then three days per week from March to August, 
Since the facility was full at the time. Finally in 
September, the facility was able to take the child for 
full days. Even though she now has full time place- 

ment at the Child Development Center, the parents find 
that the care that she requires still places such a 
severe strain on their time, energy, and family relation- 
ships, that some kind of twenty-four hour per day place- 
ment is needed. The child is now on the waiting list for 


Wetaskiwin Center. 


Case 2: Child number two was multiply handicapped--re- 
tarded and severely palsied. The parents applied to the 
Child Development Center, in which the child is presently 
enrolled as soon as they heard about it and, as there was 
a space available at that time, they did not have to wait. 
The child has been in the present program for two years, 
almost since the facility was set up. The family was 
referred there by Glenrose, where the child was taking 
physiotherapy. The child had previously attended Robin 
Hood School, only two days per week, since that facility 
was trying to provide part time relief for parents of 
several children, and at least a part time program for 
the children. She is not now on the waiting list for any 
other center, as the parents feel that there is no other 


at present which would be as good. The reason for with- 
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drawing the child from Robin Hood was Simply that the 
child could get full time placement in the Child Develop- 


ment Center program, but not at Robin Hood. 


Case 3: Child number three was brain damaged at birth, 
and had been at the Child Development Center for one 
year. The parents heard of the program through a friend 
and through the newspaper, and there was no waiting 
period at the time they applied. Previously, the child 
had attended the Evelyn Unger School for i4 years, but 
did not seem to the parents to be making any appreciable 
progress, so she was enrolled at the School for Autistic 
Children. Conflicts of opinion between parents and 
staff members at the latter facility as to the program for 
the child led to her removal. The parents felt that the 
child had seemed to be losing ground that she had 
earlier gained, so they had been on the alert for a new 
program. The child is not on the waiting list for any 
other program, as the parents feel that the Child Devel- 


opment Center is the best available at present. 


Case 4: Child number four was 15% years of age, and 
diagnosed as severely retarded, quadriplegic. The parent 
of this child was one of the founding members who formed 
the Activity Center that the child attends, so there was 
no waiting to have the child admitted. The child has 
been at the present facility for about 2% years, but was 


diagnosed before the age of one year. The parents had 
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taken her to the Cerebral Palsy Clinic once per month 
for treatment as long as the clinic was open. The child 
then attended a day care center until age 6, the maximum 
age level accepted. She attended for half days only, as 
the center did not feel that their staff had enough time 
to attend to her needs adequately for more than that each 
day. Following this, she was enrolled at Robin Hood 
School, but only attended three days per week until the 
age of 13 years, due to the school's heavy enrollment 
and attempts to provide at least a little educational 
program for some children over and above their usual 
enrollment, and some relief for the parents of these 
Children. The child has since been in the program at 
the Activity Center and is not on the waiting list for 
any other center. 

It should be noted here that three of the four 
children could obtain only part time placement in some 
program before being enrolled in their present facility. 
In one case, even after full time placement was obtained, 
the program was found to be unsuitable for the child's 
needs, and in another case, the relief provided was Soi Le 
not adequate for the family's welfare. The above infor- 
mation seems to support that from the individual facili- 
ties and from Services for the Handicapped which indicate 
a great shortage of alternative programs for the children 


who are more severely handicapped. 
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DATA OBTAINED FROM AN AUTHORITY IN THE FIELD 


Dr. John Church, Director of Special Education, Alberta 


Dr. John Church, Director of Special Education 
for Alberta, confirmed the idea that we in this prov- 
ince still have a “non-compulsary" education system. 

It is mandatory that every child of age 6 to 16 years 

be provided by school boards with an educational pro- 
gram, but Dr. Church said that there are still “weasle" 
clauses which allow for the fact that some children 

are, indeed, not being given such opportunities 
(Sections 134-138, School Act). For example, Dr. Church 
cited exclusion clauses, which don't set a maximum 
length of time for exclusion of a child from class, as 
well as the wording which "may establish", has been used 
in the School Act, so that legislation regarding special 
education classes is actually permissive rather than 
mandatory in nature. In other words, school boards “may 
establish" facilities for the retarded if they wish to, 
but it is not mandatory that they do so. 

At the moment, there are no plans to have the public 
school boards take over any of the existing association 
schools for the trainable retarded in Edmonton, but some 
classes in other Alberta centers have apparently been 
taken over. However, this fall in Edmonton, there will 
be a new program opened by the public school board for 
trainable mentally retarded children whose parents wish 


them to attend something other than an association school. 
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Classes will be established in existing elementary schools, 
and children must be mobile and toilet trained to gain 
admission. As yet, there is no estimate as to the number 
who may request admission. Dr. Church sees this move 
as a step towards a “zero reject" policy by school boards. 
He further predicts, that in five or six years, all 
educational facilities for the retarded will be under 
pUbLEG Control. 

The following chapter will be devoted to a discussion 


and examination of the data which has just been presented. 
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CHAPTER IV 


DISCUSSION 


In general, data collected support the main hypoth- 
esis of this paper: that there are some mentally re- 
tarded children of school age in Edmonton who are getting 
no educational program whatsoever, and that the majority 


of these children are severely or profoundly retarded. 


Proportion of Dependent Handicapped Children in Edmonton 
as Compared with the Rest of Canada 


Data from the Dependent Handicapped Survey (1973) 
Showed that the percentage of dependent handicapped 
individuals in the Edmonton area was quite coincidental 
with national statistics (Table two). The incidence of 
those dependent handicapped who are profoundly or severely 
retarded most closely parallels that of national inci- 
dence, but the numbers of moderately retarded dependent 
handicapped appear to be lower than expected. As was 
discussed previously, this seemingly lower incidence is 
most likely due to the lesser visibility of retarded 
children at this level. If, by comparison with other 
provinces or places, the Edmonton region should prove to 
be at all backward in the extent of its provisions for 
the dependent handicapped, it could not, therefore, be 


blamed on a relative excess of individuals handicapped 


to the degree in question here. 
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The apparent relative preponderance of profoundly 
and severely retarded individuals of school age, as 
compared with those who are moderately retarded might 


possibly be due to: 1) the greater visibility of pro- 


foundly and severely retarded individuals, especially 
those of school age, making it appear that there are 

more at the school age level than at other age levels; 
2) an actual difference due to death at an earlier age 
for those who are profoundly retarded; or, 3) to other 


various unknown reasons. 


Children on Waiting Lists for Facilities 


There are currently one hundred and forty-eight 
children of school age on waiting lists for some facil- 
ity. Some of these children (79%) are presently enrolled 
in educational programs, but are awaiting placement in 
more appropriate programs, while others (21%) at present 


have no educational program at all (Table three). 


Level of Retardation 
According to Table one, based on an estimated popu- 
lation of five hundred thousand in Edmonton, and on 


Canadian Association for the Mentally Retarded statistics, 


approximately five hundred Edmonton individuals could be 
expected to fall into the severely/profoundly retarded 

category. Since Table four shows that a total of thirty- 
two school age children fall into that group, this means 


that only 6.4% of the expected number of individuals 
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actually appear to be school age children who have 
Some kind of unmet educational need. This may seem 

to be a rather low estimate, especially in view of the 
fact that there are waiting lists for all facilities 
which service the severely and profoundly retarded. 

It is important to remember that data for the 
severely/profoundly retarded in the Edmonton sub-region 
is probably more complete than the listings for the TMR 
and EMR level children, since the closest that Edmonton 
comes to having a central registry for individuals at a 
particular level of retardation is the complete record 
at Services for the Handicapped of those children who 
are severely or profoundly handicapped and who are 
seeking admission to either Eric Cormack Center or 
Wetaskiwin Center. These two facilities are the largest 
in the Edmonton area which cater to the needs of the most 
severely retarded children, and both receive all their 
referrals through Services for the Handicapped. The only 
other facilities to serve children at this level are the 
Activity Center for the Dependent Handicapped, and the 
Child Development Centre, with space for twenty-five and 
thirty-five children respectively. The total number 
enrolled at appropriate facilities is only one hundred 


and seventy-three or 34.6% of the expected five hundred 


individuals at this level of retardation in Edmonton. 
So, even taking these facts into consideration, the 


estimated number of profoundly/severely retarded 
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children having unmet educational needs still seems 
rather low. 

There are a number of possible reasons for this: 
1) children at the more severely retarded levels may 
not be regularly reassessed; 2) children are listed 
with Services for the Handicapped on a voluntary 
basis, and that office yields the best office avail- 
able, even though it is undoubtedly incomplete: some 
parents may feel that they neither need nor want their 
child away from home for even part of the day; 3) there 
is no program with adequate space for these children 
at the moment, so they are possibly not considered to 
be missing anything, and thus, not to have a "need"; 
4) children at this level are often considered unable 
to benefit from education, so may not be perceived 


as having a “need" for its: many such children are in 


institutions, such as Deerhome, Wetaskiwin Center, Alber- 
ta School Hospital, or at the Baker Memorial Sanitarium 
in Calgary, and parents are probably not about to 

"lose their place" by taking the child out to try some 
new, unguaranteed program so the child in this case, may 
not be perceived as “needing" access to any particular 
program. 


Similarly, based on Table one, approximately one 


thousand five hundred Edmonton individuals could be ex 
pected to fall into the moderate (TMR) category, and 


using figures from Table four, this means that fifty- 
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three, or 3.5% of the expected number at this retardation 
level appear to be school age children who have some 

kind of educational need. In view of the several fac- 
ilities available for the TMR, this figure is probably 
quite reasonable, but it should be remembered that data 
about those TMR and EMR with educational needs is also 
registered on a strictly voluntary basis, with parents 

or various facilities being solely responsible, so 

that there could be many more unlisted children with un- 
met educational needs. 

Based on Table one, approximately 13,000 Edmonton 
individuals could be expected to fall into the mildly 
retarded (EMR) category. Sixty-two, or 0.28% of the ex- 
pected total number have been registered at Services for 
the Handicapped as being school age children having some 
kind of educational need. The public school boards pro- 
vide programs for retarded children at this level, and 
the gaps are apparently very few. 

For those children who have either 1) behavioral 
management needs primary, or, 2) combined education and 
behavioral management needs of about equal urgency, the 
majority are in the moderately or mildly retarded groups. 
It may be that those children who are profoundly or 
severely retarded are not mobile or vocal enough to call 
attention to the same extent as those who are less re- 
tarded, and so are not as readily perceived as having 


behavioral problems (Tables five and six). 
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Age 

Approximately half of those with unmet educational 
needs of some kind fall into the 15-18 year age bracket 
(Table four). The majority of those in the age group 
(15-18) are awaiting either straight educational: place- 
ment (37%) or straight vocational placement (28.7%) 
(Table seven). As was pointed out earlier, over two- 
thirds of those awaiting placement are either mildly or 
moderately retarded, so the need for immediate or 
anticipated vocational or for pre-vocational training 
may be partially responsible for the increased propor- 
tion of 15-18 year olds awaiting placement. 

Approximately half of those with behavioral man- 
agement needs of some type - either primary (45.45%) 
or in combination with educational needs (55.5%) are in 
12-14 year or 15-18 year age brackets, respectively, 
indicating perhaps, that the older and stronger and more 
knowledgeable a child becomes, the more likely he or 
she is to be perceived as presenting behavior management 
problems (Tables five and six). Perhaps, also, some of 
these behavior management problems, especially in the 
12-14 year age group could be attributed at least in 
part to the commonplace turmoil of adolescence in our 


society, and may fade as the child grows older. 


sex 
With regard to sex, of those individuals requiring 
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educational placement of some type (Table eight), 62.1% 
are male. Of those people seeking straight vocational 
placement, 66.6% are male, while 33.4% are female. 
Twenty-four percent of males with educational needs 
require vocational placement, compared with 17.5% of 
females. 

With respect to other types of straight educa- 
tional opportunities, the sex difference is not so 
pronounced: 57.14% are male and 42.9% female. How- 
ever, within each sex grouping, the difference is not 
quite as notable as one might expect - 15.2% of males 
and 12.5% of females require vocational placement. 

Although males make up 62.1% of the entire sample 
listed as having any type of educational need, they 
constitute 69.4% of the groups having some degree of 
behavioral management need (Tables five and six). 

The proportion of males as compared with females 
is greater in the entire sample of one hundred and 
forty-eight children, and of those, a slightly higher 
proportion of males than females are seeking vocational 
placement or other types of straight educational place- 
ment, reflecting perhaps, social pressure to conform 


to society's view of what a man should be. 


Some Reasons Why Children May Not Presently 
Be Enrolled in a Program 


For any of the profoundly or severely retarded who 
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were awaiting initial placement, lack of space was the 
deterrent. For those children at other levels with 
other types of needs, the usual problem was that of 
lack of an available program suited to their specific 
needs, but the greatest proportion of these children 


were already enrolled in a program. 


Types of Programs for Which Children are Waiting 


The majority of children with unmet educational 
requirements are seeking placement in a straight educa- 
tional program (66.89%) (Table four), while 14.86% 
(Table five) are seeking programs which would give them 
primarily behavior management training, and 18.24% 
(Table six) require positions in programs which would 
combine behavior management and educational processes. 

Among those seeking educational placement, 21.42 
(Table seven) are seeking vocational placement, 16.2% 
wish admission to either Cormack Center or Wetaskiwin 
Center, and the vast majority (62.4%) require positions 
in some other type of educational program. 

It appears, then, that some other type of educational 
program than what is currently available is required 
for most of the children whose educational needs are 
currently unmet. A large number of the children appear 
to have unmet behavioral management needs, so there is 


obviously a need for a new behavioral management program. 
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Current Enrolment or Lack of It in Edmonton Area Facilities 
Of those children who have educational needs, 20.9% 


are currently not enrolled in any kind of educational 
program (Table three). Most of the EMR and TMR group 
have a program at present, even if they are on the waiting 
list for some other program. This is no doubt due to the 
fact that there are various programs available through 
the Edmonton School Boards, and by the Edmonton Asso- 
ciation for the Mentally Retarded. There are approxi- 
mately twice as many severely and profoundly retarded 
children without a program, compared with the EMR and 
TMR groups, and over half of the severely/profoundly 
handicapped have no program at all. The shortage of 
facilities and space in them for the severely and 
profoundly retarded seems to be largely to blame for 

the number of children at this level who do not have a 
program (Tables nine and ten). 

As seen in Table ten, composed of information ob- 
tained from facility directors, the list of individuals 
waiting for placement in facilities for the severely 
and profoundly retarded is three times as large as the 
list of those awaiting placement in facilities for the 
[MR, and there are no children on waiting lists for 
programs for the EMR, as reported by facility directors. 

As is evident in Table nine, almost all of those 


children with behavior management needs of some degree 
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are presently enrolled in an educational program, but there 
are more profoundly retarded children (61.5%) waiting 

for placement than are currently ina program. The 

other two main types of programs for which there are 
children waiting who have no current program are voca- 
tional and educational programs other than Wetaskiwin 
Center or Cormack Center. Children who are 15-18 years 

of age represent roughly half of those who currently 

have no program (Table three). 

It is interesting to note that among those who have 
educational needs, 79% are presently enrolled in some 
kind of an educational program, but are ccmmsidered to 
have educational needs because they are in a program 
which is inappropriate for them, in the judgment of the 
staff at the facility they attend and at the office of 
Services for the Handicapped. However, there are 
currently no more appropriate programs available for 
them. All of the children but one with behavioral 
management problems are in this category. 

There are several kinds of facilities for the 
mentally retarded in Edmonton, to cover a wide range 
of problems associated with mental retardation, and 
established by a number of different groups. Judging 
from Table ten, and from the fact that there is vir- 
tually no waiting list for any facility for the edu- 


cable mentally retarded, and very little for the train- 
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able mentally retarded, there seems to be no particular 
facility shortage at these levels. All directors of 
facilities for children with these levels of retardation 
indicated that the only usual problems preventing 
admission would be a health problem requiring close 
medical supervision, seizures, or physical immobility. 
Robin Hood School is the only school equipped to take 
children with these problems, but they can accommodate 
only twelve, and those at the TMR level. At present 
they have a full quota of such cases. 

The facilities which try to provide an educational 
program for the severely/profoundly retarded are rela- 
tively new and include Cormack Center; the Rehabilitation 
Society Child Development Center; and the Activity 
Center for the Dependent Handicapped. All may be termed 
"educational" in the sense that all attempt to teach 
self-help skilis, toilet training, some social and motor 
skills. Eric Cormack Center has a high proportion of 
bed patients, but the staff attempts to teach the pre- 
viously mentioned skills. These three centers in 
Edmonton (plus Wetaskiwin Center) are the only ones which 
try to carry out an organized type of educational program 
for severely/profoundly retarded children in the 


Edmonton area, but all four centers have waiting lists. 
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Complaints from People Involved 


Data obtained from Services for the Handicapped and 
Showing a shortage of facilities for those children who | 
are severely or profoundly retarded (Table 7) are supported 
by complaints received from directors of facilities 
serving all levels of retarded children: complaints about 
the lack of facilities for the profoundly/severely handi- 
capped and multiply handicapped. 

Further data obtained (Tables four and five) shows a 
Shortage of space and programs for children who have 
behavioral management problems and interviews with directors 
of facilities brought out complaints about the same 
problem. 

Complaints regarding poor vocational opportunities - 
both the number and type available - also support data 
cited in Table seven of information from Services for the 
Handicapped. 

Information from Services for the Handicapped iden- 
tifies three major areas of need: 1) programs for the 
severely and profoundly retarded and multiply handicapped; 
2) programs for children with behavior management 
problems; and 3) vocational programs. All of these needs 
were reflected in the complaints cited by facility direc- 
tors, and by Dr. John Church, Director of Special Educa- 


tion for the Province of Alberta. 


Many children were found through Services for the 
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Handicapped data to be in need of straight educational 
programs more appropriate than what they currently have, 
and this was mirrored in the complaint by parents that 
there were too few alternatives available for their 


children's education. 
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Limitations of the Study 

Since there are in existence no complete records of 
the numbers of mentally retarded children in and around 
Edmonton, it was impossible to accurately compare the 
numbers of school age children who have unmet educational 
needs with the number who apparently do not. The best 
that could be done, therefore, was to take Canada 
Census Statistics plus Canadian Association for the 
Mentally Retarded ineidence of retardation statistics, 
estimate the number of retarded children at each level 
who could be expected in Edmonton, and compare this num- 
ber with the number who have been listed as having unmet 
educational requirements. How close the approximation 
was or is, is unknown, but the important thing is that 
it is the best available. 

In the case of those children who are on waiting 
lists because they are currently in programs inappro- 
priate for them, it was virtually impossible to know what 
kind of program they required, unless their need was 
designated as “behavior management". Other than that, 
students were merely classified as being in an inappro- 
priate program. What program type would have been more 
appropriate was not designated by available data. 

It is extremely difficult, if not impossible, to do 
research on excluded children, simply because they are 
hard to find. It would have been desirable to interview 


parents of children who are presently not enrolled in any 
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program, but those agencies which know of such cases 
do not put researchers in direct contact with their 
clients. 

AS was mentioned previously, there exists the pos- 
Sibility of overlap among the waiting lists of some fac- 
ilities, but at present, these lists constitute the best 
data available with respect to school age children who 


have unmet educational needs. 


88. 


, sift edainxe stent eeteno ivesa | benoivasn 280 

~o8% 9a0a to afeil vile ab won cto 

teed ent atus Haas sroit, onentt Jtreesig +s ws ei 
ow newbiina sas Loose or, tosqess at Ew oiéaLte v5 


saboor Leno iteoubs ‘sf omeu 
~e _ 


Conclusions 

1. There are currently one hundred and forty-eight 
children of school age on waiting lists for some type 
of educational facility in the Edmonton area. 

2. Twenty point nine percent or thirty-one of the 
children on waiting lists are currently receiving no 
educational program at all. The majority of these are 
female (54.8%). The age group with the largest number 
is the 15-18 year age group, (45.1%) and most are 
profoundly retarded. 

3- The level of retarded having the largest pro- 
portion of children with unmet educational needs is 
that of the severely and profoundly retarded, although 
the largest numbers are at the moderate and mild levels 
of retardation. 

4, The majority of those with unmet educational 
needs of any type are also in the 15-18 year age group 
(64%), followed by the other age groups in decreasing 
frequency with descending age. Most (62.1%) are male. 

5. Thirty-three percent of those children with 
unmet educational needs have behavior management prob- 
lems to some degree. 

6. The majority of children seeking educational 
placement require a straight educational program, 
involving placement at Cormack Center, Wetaskiwin Center, 


vocational training, or some other type of straight 


educational placement. 
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7+ For all of those children at the profoundly and 
Severely retarded level who currently have no educational 
program, the reason is lack of space in existing pro- 
grams. For the children at that same level who are 
currently in inappropriate programs, there is simply 
no place else for them to go. The number of children in 
each of the two situations is almost equal. 

8. For those children at the TMR level and up, the 
vast majority of needs were due to current inappropriate 
placements, rather than to lack of space. 

9. Authorities in the field and parents appear to 
have a reasonably.accurate picture of the gaps in the 


educational system for the retarded in Edmonton, 
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Implications and Suggestions for Further Research 


Since there are at least one hundred and forty-eight 
retarded children of school age in Edmonton who have been 
listed with Services for the Handicapped as having unmet 
educational needs, there are obviously some deficiencies 
in the system of available education. It is quite possible 
that there are many more cases of educational need than 
are recorded. 

Clearly, some way is needed to account for all children 
to determine whether or not they are enrolled in a school 
somewhere in Alberta other than in the Edmonton region, 
or elsewhere, whether or not the child in any way falls 
into one of the categories in the group considered to be 
retarded, and what his current unmet educational needs 
are, if any. It would seem worthwhile to attempt to devise 
a method whereby this could be done, so that greater 
accountability for the education of the retarded could 
be established. 

Thirty-one children are currently receiving no educa- 
tional program at all, but since these are known about 
only through a voluntary listing, there could be many more. 
There is at present no way of knowing how many retarded 
children there are in the Edmonton area, so not all can 
be said to have or even to not have a program. 

It is clear that some additional special provision 
is required for those retarded children who have behavior 


management problems, since the needs of fully one-third 
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of the children listed are of this type. 

The most severe shortage of appropriate programs 
seems to lie at the moderate and mild levels, so it 
would appear that additional facilities with alternative 
programs are needed in the Edmonton area for these 
children. It would seem valuable to survey the individual 
cases of those children who are deemed to have “inappro- 
priate" educational placement in order to determine 
exactly what further deficiencies may exist in available 
educational facilities for the retarded in the Edmonton 
area. 

Since the numbers of profoundly and severely retarded 
children with educational needs are smaller, it would 
seem that they should be more quickly and easily taken 
care of. Perhaps additions to existing facilities such 
as Eric Cormack Center and Wetaskiwin Center are called 
for, as well as added provisions and space for facilities 


such as the Child Development Center and the Activity 


Center. 
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Director, Programs & Services, Depart- 
ment of Education, Charlottetown, 3 
Prince Edward Island C1A 7NB 


re New Brunswick E.dJ. Owens, Director of 
Special Education, Department of 
Education, P.0. Box 6000, Fredericton, by 
New Brunswick E3B 5Hi 


36 British Columbia Je Walsh, Superintend- 
ent, Integrated and Supportive Serv- 
ices, Division of Integration and 
Supplemental Services, Department 
of Education, Parliament Buildings, 4 
Victoria, British Columbia VSV 1X4 


4, Alberta Dre J. Church; —Oirecuor of 
Special Education, Department of Z 
Education, Edmonton, Alberta 


Ss Nova Scotia JeP. Ingrao, Consultant, 
Special Education, Department of 
Education, P.0. Box 578, Halifax, 2 
Nova Scotia B3J 2S9 


Ce Saskatchewan Department of Education, 


Avord Tower, Hamilton and Victoria, 9 
Regina Saskatchewan S4P OR7 


936 


i 


to jos oait “f 
to sJnamdyeqet 
Fie eB 


tet Leno Draken | 
to Jnent Teqed 
.xati (SH yi ee 


«10it subd to shah 
~sitotorL¥ bas HOT, 
rso qe 


"6 
4, 


56 


10. 


11. 


Zs 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Abeson, Ae. Movement and momentum: Government and 
the education of handicapped children. Ex- 


ceptional Children, 1972, 39, 63-66. 


Adamson, Ges and Van Etten, E. Zero reject model 
revisited: A workable alternative. Excep- 
tional Children, May 1972, 38, 735-738. 


Alberta School Act, 1970. 


Ballance, K.E. & Kendall, D.C. Report on Legis- 
lation and Services for Exceptional Chil- 
dren in Canada. Council for Exceptional 
Children, Canadian Committee, January 1969. 


Ballance, K.E., Kendall, D.C., & Saywell, P. Leg- 
islation for exceptional children in Canada, 


Supplementary report. Special Education in 
Canada, November 1972, 47, 19-32. 

Cameron, D.R. Educating the ineducable.e. Mental 
Retardation, July 1972, Part I, 9-14. 


Casey, P.J. Supreme Court and the suspect class. 
Exceptional Children, October 1973, 40, 119- 
L256 


Council for Exceptional Children Basic commit- 
ments and responsibilities to exceptional 


children. Exceptional Children, October 
1971, 38, Ac eStye 


Crabtree, R.K. Breakthrough in Massachusetts: Get- 


ting it together for the handicapped. Compact; 


September 1973, 7, 6-9. 


Cruikshank, William and Goldberg, I. Trainable but 
non-educablet Whose responsibility? National 
Education Association Journal, 1958, 47, 622- 


Cl. 


36 
District of Columbia: Mills vs Board of Education of 
District of Columbia, 3 ° SUDD. De De 
9 ° 


Dybwad, G. Basic legal aspects and provision for 
medical, educational, social, and vocational 
help to the mentally rétarded. Australian 


Journal of Mentally Retarded, 1972, 2 (hh), 
97-105. 


94. 


Lebom ella onus « B .meris : 
eet ete 5 Id arn a 
MEO Ag Ee s8E SIRE vat 13 O _Ssixe is 
Fe SoA ASienern ee ‘, 
068 eae * sie ou Fr. 


-@igal Mo, Baiset 

=fino [sro tigsoxe 
Tae par GeaX, bea vind 
-Cd0l vitswisih 65¢ 


-uel «7% ,Liswysa 2 ine g, chiabnak aaa ot 
«SRBMED, ari) ienpieg 


speslo Tosqaye ent bite ae OMS TUS 4 a sY¥O280 oy J 
~Ot! .O# EVOL redoro0 roth Lido. g 


-timmos ofesd NexblinkO Inno itaeaxs meh Ligmnsod 8B 
Fanoitgenxs of asifiiidtancgest baa ay of 


yedots0 yasitbiodd fenoisasoxs «neiols 
t .6e ree 


«rep isetiseudoease’ mi devoritisstH a, eoattdasD «@ 
oeqmo0 .besqqaotbusd oft tot ~edfagoy Ji ynit 
2-9 Ff rEFRE 190 9a 


tud eldsntext .I .sitadbiog brs Peridds 2 oad 
Lanois sii Tet Lid taaoqess. saontW 1eidsgoub cal 
- est Sef .Lenxuol no freioo esa: wo Et soube _ 


_ Moleivorg bis BS 2ge ya 
oitsoov ae ae srs Sa 


13. 
14, 


15. 


16. 


hen 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


Ze6 


eae 


24. 


256 


Financial Post, January 26, 1974. 

Forrest, As, Kitson, B., and Zealley, A. (Eds.) 
New Perspective in Mental Handicap. Londons 
Churchill and Livingstone, 1973. 

Fuller, Re Breaking down the IQ walls: Severely 
retarded people can learn to read. 


Psychology Today, 1974, 8 (5), 96-102. 


Gilhool, T. Education: An inalienable right. 


Exceptional Children, 1973, 39, 597-610. 


Goldberg, I. _Human rights for the mentally re- 
tarded in the school system. Mentally 
Retarded, December, 1971, 3-7. 


Inventory of Educational Services for Handicapped 
Children of Preschool and School Age in 
Alberta, Special Education Services Branch, 
Alberta Department of Education, November 


1974. 


Kirk, SeA. Public school provisions for severely 
retarded children. Ins Stevens, H.A., and 
Heber, Re, (Eds.) Mental Retardation. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1964. 


Kirk, S.Ae Early education of the mentally re- 
tarded. Int Stevens, H.A., and Heber, R. 
(Eds.), Mentally Retarded. Urbana, Illinois: 
University of Illinois Press, 1958. 


Lippman, Le, and Goldberg, I.I. Right to Education, 
New York: Teachers’ College, Columbia 
University, 1973. 


Lippman, Le, and Goldberg, I. The Pennsylvania case 
and after: Implications for education. Per- 


spectives on Education, Fall 1973, Oy ol-Fe 
Louisiana: Lebanks vs Spears, Civil No. 71-2897 
(B.DS Daw Apr Wicte9 73). 
McClung, M. Do handicapped children have a legal 


right to a minimally adequate education? Journ- 
of Law and Education, 1974, 3 (2), 153-173. 


Pennsylvania Association for Retarded Children vs 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 334, F. Supp. 
1257 (E.D. Paes 1971) and 343 F. Supp. 279 
(E.D. Paes 1972). 


956 


(a8) oh waite, bas 
rniebnod 2! if bb Li “ "O78 
yisisvoe retlsw oi att 
»bsst 0 
“Sot-ae. (2) s 


wJtdary sidsctetipal. nA “ap Pao. 
eOLS-FRe «Ct cE NOE e7gmb ; £ 
gt YLigtirem oft tot etita ks: 
yiletooM. .mevave doa. 

Pa Veet a Teer at fmsosd 


bsqqeoibasH so go ivied J 8h 


Mi SRA Loonoe ONS Loos 963% Sty nae Afar 8 ven 
fone iG BooLVIse MOLT BOD Ts. 209 be Frsd ts | 


ysdmevonk  moitsoubs To Saspenaen sys a has 

yisisvern tot pao telvorg Loonies atidwe hee 2 getih QL 

bie «Ash ~ensvase¢ sl.’ ener G bobisiss 
roisshbyeteh fata (.ebt ‘oh aac 

HORI 1aESTs oO aso 13 to yFietevind «oyet 


-51 vilsinem et to moftsorbs vins® «Ase eaxia OS 
A etadsH pas <-A-H .atiovetda aril -bebts? | 


raioallli .atisdsU. sbebist et yebeior (ce) . | a 
QOL .eresd eLome o Ytic - 


softsoube os viait «fet .pisdbiea bits «=i een tS 
: Blam. ae exaliiyd ‘avanoge?, eb 
ether vit 212! 
saRpo eliaviveanced eff .T .etesdiiov ons reat sane ht ann 


~%99 iL aireneyS +0't oe ee 


is se a) 


FOBS-£0 0K Livid 


a 


fsaef s svsi meabitne be 
-1wol Tnoitsovbs stavpebs 
~ WER ECOL “(SP f a et «aed Pai 


Lr ame 
SOR MOtT | 


26. 


Ae 


28. 


296 


30. 


Bis 


326 


34. 


356 


36. 


Reynolds, M.C. Policy statement: Call for re- 
ice Exceptional Children, 1971, 37, 421- 


Risler, W. and Mefford, T. Public school education 


for the severely mentally retarded. Viewpoints, 
4g es 13-24, 


Roos, P. Current issues in the education of mentally 
retarded persons. In: W.J. Cegelka (Ed.) 
Proceedings: Conference on the Education of 
Mentally Retarded Persons. Arlington, Texas: 
outs Association for Retarded Citizens, 


Russell, T. Mandatory legislation for exceptional 
Children in Alabama. Journal of Learnin 
Disabilities, June 1973, 6, 395-397. 


sage, D.D., and Guarino, R. Unintended consequences: 
A law which purports to aid handicapped chil- 
dren. Phi Delta Kappan, April 1974, 55, 533- 
5356 


Skeels, H.M. A study of the effects of differential 
stimulation on mentally retarded children: A 
follow-up report. American Journal of Mental 
Deficiency, 1942, 46, 335-340. 


Skeels, H.M., and Dye, H.B. A study of the effects 
of differential stimulation. Procedures of the 


American Association for Mental Deficiency, 
1939, 44, 114-136. ees 
Services in Edmonton for the Mentally Retarded-1974, 


by Social Planning Section, Edmonton Social 
Services, City of Edmonton. 


The Developmentally Handicapped: A Directory of 


Services in Alberta, Alberta Association for the 


Mentally Retarded. 


Weintraub, F.J., and Abeson, A. New education pol- 
icies for the handicapped and the quiet revolu- 
tion. Phi Delta Kappan, April 1974, 55, 526- 
5296 


Wolfensberger, W. Normalization: The Principle 


of Normalization in Human Services. National 
Institute on Mental Retardation, 1972. 


96. 


15H | 


rogsaoubs sn 


arate aws ae Ls 
’ 7. sis - ig 


ir » 
eis 
VL iatosme to PERE 
(ba) ear As cs i 
pf fete] + 


b| BERR, ici 
watas ie 70 psa eA 


fettos ot L yxorebasm! f ,Liseauh «es : 
¥ salt cor ap si Rr inasbek ‘HE, 18% bid | » 
e Tyee sae r eee 9 t — 
bvortst. yaotts 


rEeonowpeados babnatnio’ 4. @ninevn Df8 ,-O <one@ .O0C a 
«Lode beqqss. bist his of artogiug dotaw wet A 

cee ac2 TOL LiagA ampagsy el tot “ES wate 
ete 

Tsivpensttib to sfastts sds to yboute A Mitt sataexe «lf ‘ 


A aheuplids Bebtetet yitsraise seitel 


TasrisM-te Pancuyol. (ee et ome: eProgqst GU-Woe may, | 
sOnemeee ace {Seer “LORS is Bec > : _ 
_gtcette ond) To. pbite A. Lae. syd bas yb ,efsede «SE a 
one oO BeaubasoTT — =i isslumire, Ladders 31 ate | a 
Wonsiariau raz fal ashi 40% 5 Hasona fh, ! 
* far 4 “4 


UVC bs ome 2eLS Ns ie att sobs 
mat cs OLY ioe So eh ‘ROLaAS sit: 
or to Nt LD. 


-fog note soube, wel ue aonsdh fas ott ds gird ths 
~~” Beers ‘ 


-ulovox ¢silp sid bes boagso. bien 
“OSE «ie yet Litga na sified. 


APPENDIX 
I 


976 


xTqQvataIA 


T. 


98. 


FIGURE I 


EDMONTON AREA (EDMONTON SUB-REGION) 
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The Region refers to the following health units: 
Westte Jasper, Edson, Stony Plain-Lac Ste Anne; 
Bast: Northeastern Alberta, Minburn-Vermilion, Vegreville;s 
South: lLeduc-Strathcona, and the northern halves of 
Alberta east central; 
North: Sturgeon, Athabasca, I.D. 18, I.D. 24; and 
Edmonton City. Population base of this region at 


the time of the survey was approximately 810,000. 
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Data Obtained Through Needs Surve 1 


Information regarding school age mentally retarded 
children designated as having unmet educational needs 
by the Needs Survey (1975) included: 

1. age 

2. sex 

3- retardation level 

4. specific facility child is waiting for or type 

of facility child needs 

5- reason not now in facility 

6. whether or not child has any program while 


waiting, and if so, where 
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Edmonton Facilities Visited 


Facilities where an attempt was made to obtain 


interview material were: 


Le 
Ze 
36 
4, 


5e 
6. 
7° 
8. 
Je 
10. 
11. 
ize 


136 


14, 


Po. 
16% 
An 


Edmonton Separate Schools 

Edmonton Public School Board 

Activity Center for the Dependent Handicapped 
Edmonton Rehabilitation Society Child Develop- 
ment Center 

Winnifred Stewart School 

Eric Cormack Center 

Robin Hood School 

LeY. Cairns Vocational School 

Western Industrial Research and Training Center 
Glenrose School Hospital 

St. Albert School Board 

County of Strathcona School Division 

Summer Developmental Program--Department of Health 
and Social Development 

Evelyn Unger School for Learning & Language Devel- 
opment 

Edmonton School for Autistic Children 

W.P. Wagner High School 


interview could not be conducted with The Summer 


Developmental Program personnel, as that program was no 


longer in operation. 
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Information from Individual Facilities in Edmonton 


Information obtained at each facility included: 


1. 


26 
36 
4 
56 
6. 
7e 


8. 


type of client--level of retardation or other 

description 

ages of clientele 

number served 

program offered 

source of referrals and/or admissions 

funding 

whether or not there is a waiting list; and if so, 

wherever possible to obtain 

--age of child at interview 

--date 

--where referral came from 

--level of retardation of child 

-~reason why child is on waiting list 

--what child is doing while waiting (eg. in a pro- 
gram? ) 

whether or not there is a record of children 

turned down 

It had been hoped to obtain the same information here 

as for #?» but all facilities indicate that no record 

is kept unless child is put on waiting list. 

complaints about educational provisions for mentally 


retarded children 
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Data Obtained from Parents Interviewed 
Parents who consented to be interviewed were asked 


a standard set of questions about their retarded chil-— 


drens 

1. age; 

2e SeCX$ 

3 diagnosis of child's problem; 

4, cause, if known; 

5 how long child has been at present facility; 

6. who referred them to the facility; 

7e what route was taken to get child admitted; 

8. how long it took to get child in from the time of 
initial application; 

9. other children? their ages? 

10. whether or not the child is on a waiting list for 
any other centers; 

11. whether parents had in mind any particular facility 
which they wished child to progress to; 

12. what goals parents hope the child will be able to 
reach; 

13. complaints with present facility or with system of 


available education for their child in general? 
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